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Full steam ahead 
for Fairtrade 



by Rebecca Paveley 



CHURCHES in Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire will be at the cen- 
tre of celebrations to mark this 
year’s Fairtrade Fortnight. 

The Diocese is expected to 
back plans at this month’s 
Synod meeting to apply for 
Fairtrade status. To become a 
Fairtrade Diocese, 60% of 
parishes need to use fairtrade 
goods, such as tea and coffee. 

The motion will be put to 
Synod by Mursley, Reading 
and Oxford deaneries. 
Members of The Day 
Chocolate Company’s 
Ghanaian cocoa co-operative, 
Kuapa Kokoo, will also share 
their experiences of working 
for a fairtrade co-operative. 
Day produces Divine fairtrade 
chocolate and is offering 
DOOR readers a chance to 
win a month’s supply (see 
page seven). 



Across the Diocese there 
are a series of events to mark 
Fairtrade Fortnight (1-14 
March). Oxford, Reading 
and Milton Keynes are to 
launch as Fair trade 
cities, and Faringdon has will 
become the first town 
in the Southeast to get 
Fairtrade status. 
Comedian Rory Bremner will 
help the launch by appear- 
ing at a Mad Hatter’s 
Fairtrade Tea party. 

Dr Owen Jewiss, from 
Reading, who will put forward 
the motion at Synod, said: ‘Just 
a few pence extra for us can 
make an enormous difference 
to producers in Third Worlds 
countries who are getting a 
very raw deal. It is wonderful 
that Churches are starting to 
take a lead on this. As the Bible 
asks ‘What does the Lord 
require of you? To act justly.’ 



Talks over plan to withhold 
rise in parish share 



THE Bishop of Oxford is to 
meet with the leaders of three 
city churches who last month 
announced they would not 
pay the increase in this year’s 
parish share. 

St Ebbe’s, St Aldates and St 
Andrew’s, all vibrant evangel- 
ical churches in Oxford, had 
said they would withhold the 
10% increase in parish share 
due this year and pay it into a 
separate mission fund. But 



they have now promised to 
meet with Bishop Richard 
later this month to talk 
through the issue before mak- 
ing a final decision. 

The issue of the rise in 
parish share is always highly 
controversial. At the moment, 
bigger, wealthier churches 
often pay a high rate of share 
in order to subsidize smaller, 
struggling Churches. 

(continued on page 2) 
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DOOR print changes 

IN response to urgent requests from many parishes, The Door’s 
print date is to move back a week from the next issue. Many 
parishes told us that they distribute The Door alongside their 
own parish magazine at the end of each month, and the previ- 
ous change in the publication date made this impossible. We 
have now negotiated a change in print slots with our publishers 
to ensure that the paper will be out well before the last Sunday 
of the month. It will continued to be published on a Monday. 
We hope this alteration will suit most of our distributors. 
The publication dates are as follows: 



Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher,with seven of the youth ministers. Pictured Worship was led by a band of youngsters- 
from left to right, they are: Simon Corner, Ian Macdonald, Matt Levett, the Bishop of from Chesham Bois. 

Dorchester, Yvonne Morris, Sarah Hamilton, Quentin Gunderson and Chris Trent. 

Celebration of youth work as new ministers 
licensed (including one by mobile phone!) 



April 
May 
June 

July/August 

September 

October 

November 

December 



22 March 

19 April 

24 May 

21 June 

23 August 

20 September 

25 October 

22 November 



HUNDREDS turned up for the first ever 
licensing of youth ministers in Diocese of 
Oxford. The service in Christ Church 
Cathedral fused the formal and informal, 
the traditional and less so, young people 
and well - the rest of us! A large section of 
the worship was led by a talented group of 
young people from Chesham Bois. 

Eight people were licensed in all 
though one, Mark Berry of Mursley 
Deanery, had to be licensed over a mobile 
phone as he was ill and could not attend 
the service. 

In order to be licensed, the youth 
workers had to submit a portfolio detail- 
ing their training, experience and under- 
standing of theology and youth work, to 



demonstrate competence in leading wor- 
ship and preaching and also meet legal 
and practical criteria. The day was a 
recognition of their work and experience, 
a huge celebration for them but even 
more importantly a recognition of all the 
youth ministry that goes on week by 
week across the Diocese enabled by vol- 
unteers and employed youth workers 
alike. Sometimes youth work can be seen 
as just something that goes on on the 
fringes of the Church but this licensing 
service will hopefully raise the profile of 
this crucial ministry. It is a ministry that: 
• Works with young people where they 
are and helps them grow in all areas of 
their lives and, crucially, engage with the 



radical challenge of the Christian faith; 

• Trains up a new generation of leaders; 

• Helps to understand the changing cul- 
ture and to help the Church engage with it. 

Each of the youth workers was pre- 
sented with a candle and Bible to repre- 
sent sharing light and truth. They were 
also presented by their young people 
with a pizza box and friendship bracelet 
to celebrate the food and friendship they 
share with young people. Lastly, they 
were given a pack of batteries to symbol- 
ise enabling young people to bring their 
energy to the life of the church. 

Ian Macdonald 
Diocesan Youth Officer 



Gene Robinson to speak at 
Oxford Union debate 



THE openly gay Bishop of 
New Hampshire, Rt Revd 
Gene Robinson, is to visit 
Oxford this month to take part 
in a debate at the Oxford 
Union. He will speak alongside 
the Revd Richard Kirker of the 
Lesbian and Gay Christian 
movement, in support of the 
motion: ‘This house believes a 
gay lifestyle should be no bar 



to becoming a Bishop.’ 

Andrew Goddard, tutor in 
Theology and Christian Ethics 
at Wycliffe Hall, and Canon 
Brian Mountford, of Oxford 
University Church will speak 
for the opposing side at the 
event on March 1 1 . 

It is the first time Gene 
Robinson has visited Britain 
since his ordination. 



March appointments 



Plans to restructure parish share 



(continued from page 1) 

The Diocese is currently trying to restruc- 
ture the parish share system to make it 
fairer on bigger churches. One proposal 
being considered is asking every church 
to pay 80% of its ministry costs, and 
capping the amount that larger churches 
pay at 120%. At the moment, some 
churches pay only 50% of their ministry 



costs with others paying as much as 
150%. The new system would give grow- 
ing churches some financial flexibility to 
promote mission and outreach while 
maintaining the principle of mutual sup- 
port. The new Diocesan strategy says 
that parishes must move towards being 
more self-sufficient. 

There will be extensive consultation on 



any proposals after this month’s synod 
meeting on March 6. 

Brian Newey, chair of the Diocesan 
Board of Finance, said the principle of 
mutual support between parishes would 
remain integral. ‘Churches which may 
not be numerically strong can do an enor- 
mous amount of social good and will be 
supported,’ he said. 



Revd Kevin Ashby, Rector, 
Buckingham, to be Area Dean of 
Buckingham; Revd Veronica 
Beaumont, NSM Wycombe 
Deanery, to be Associate Priest, 
Benefice of West Wycombe w 
Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham & 
Radnage; Revd Mark Blarney, Asst 
Curate, SS Mary 8c John, Cowley, 
to be Priest-in-Charge, Goring w 
South Stoke; Revd Andrew Blyth, 
Asst Curate, St Mary’s Luton, to be 
Priest-in-Charge, Holy Trinity, 
Walton; Canon Simon Brown, 
Team Rector, Burnham w 



Dropmore, Hitcham and Taplow, 
is to retire; Revd John Coombs, 
Team Rector, Hermitage, to be also 
Assistant Area Dean of Newbury; 
Revd Tom Farrell, who has 
Permission to Officiate, is to 
resign; Revd Anne Faulkner, NSM, 
Aylesbury Team Ministry (Bierton 
8c Hulcott), NSM Chaplain to the 
Bishop of Buckingham Sc Bishop’s 
Officer for Non-Stipendiary 
Ministry (Bucks), is to retire; Revd 
Peter Faulkner, Team Vicar, 
Aylesbury w Bierton Sc Hulcott, is 
to retire (continued on page 8) 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Officer), Richard Thomas (Diocesan Director of Communications), 
Peter Chapman (Deddington). 
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208200. 
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ments, their inclusion in The DOOR does not guarantee it or mean that 
they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 

Photos which appear in The DOOR can be purchased by contacting 
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Bishops and Archdeacons 

BISHOP OF OXFORD The Right Revd Richard Harries, 

Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 0NB 
Tel :0 1865 208200. Fax: 01865 790470. 

E-mail: bishopoxon@dch.oxford.anglican.org 

ARCHDEACONRY OF OXFORD 

Bishop of Dorchester The Right Revd Colin Fletcher, Arran House, 
Sandy Lane, Yarnton, Oxford 0X5 1PB Tel: 01865 375541. 

Fax: 01865 379890. E-mail: bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org 
Archdeacon The Venerable John Morrison, Christ Church, Oxford 0X1 
1DP Tel: 01865 204440. Fax 204465. 

E-mail: archdoxf@oxford.anglican.org 

ARCHDEACONRY OF BERKSHIRE 

Bishop of Reading designate (4 May), Revd Canon Stephen Cottrell, 
Bishop's House, Tidmarsh Lane, Tidmarsh, Reading RG8 8HA 
Tel: 01189 841216. Fax: 0118 984 1218. 

E-mail: bishopreading@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Norman Russell, Foxglove House, 

Love Lane, Donnington, Newbury, Berks RG14 2JG Tel: 01635 
552820. Fax: 01635 522165. E-mail: archdber@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BUCKINGHAM 
Bishop of Buckingham The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, 

Sheridan, Grimms Hill, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9BD 
Tel: 01494 862173. Fax: 01494 890508. 

E-mail : bishopbucks@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Sheila Watson, Bede House, Paul's Hill, 
Penn, High Weycombe, Bucks HP10 8NZTel 01494 814571. 

E-mail archdbuck@oxford.anglican.org 

PROVINCIAL EPISCOPAL VISITOR 

Bishop of EbbsfleetThe Right Revd Andrew Burnham, Bishops House, Dry 
Sandford, Abingdon, 0X13 6J P Tel: 01865 390746 
E-mail: bishop.andrew@ebbsfleet.org.uk 



UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN- 
WHITEWATER SYMPHONIC 
WIND ENSEMBLE 

Wisconsin, USA 

PERFORMING AN LUNCHTIME RECITAL AT 

CHRIST CHURCH, OXFORD 

MONDAY, 22nd MARCH - 1.00pm 

Join the University of Wisconsin- Whitewaters 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble for a lunchtime recital 
of music of the Lenten Season Under the baton of 
Dr Glenn C Hayes , this exceptional group will offer 
such works as “Sketches on a Tudor Psalm \ “Lenten 
Reflections ", “Amazing Grace” and “Alleluia! 
Laudamus Te”. International bass-baritone soloist 
Kenneth Church will be featured on 
“The Deathtree” and “Um Mitternacht”. 

We invite you to this concert of reflection in one of 
the world’s most reverent surroundings. 

FREE ADMISSION - 
ALL WELCOME 

Further information: 

Casterbridge Concert Tours : 01935 810 810 
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Interview... 



God in the life of 

Clare Catford 



CLARE Catford is a successful and experienced broadcast journalist who has 
worked for national TV and radio. Born in Shiplake, she has returned to the 
Diocese to present the Sunday morning programme on Radio Berkshire. She 
converted to Christianity as a teenager through the work of the Christian Youth 
Fellowship Association. Now 42, her life has been at times very painful but she 
has held onto her faith despite the trials of divorce and an eating disorder. 
Christianity, she says has brought ‘both great pain and great happiness to my life’. 



I HAD a very real sense of God 
from the age of about seven. I 
don’t know where that came 
from because my family were 
not Christians or churchgoers, 
but I was always really inter- 
ested in God. In RE at school 
I was the one asking all the 
questions about God, how the 
earth was created and where 
we came from. I guess it was 
partly the curiosity that made 
me into a journalist but also a 
gut feeling, an interest I had in 
God, from a very early age. I 
also went and sat in the back 
at Christian Union meetings at 
school, and was usually the 
rowdy one! But I was definite- 
ly a seeker from an early age. 

When I was a teenager, aged 
about 16, I became involved 
in a group called CYFA the 
Christian Youth Fellowship 
Association. I went away on 
holiday with them and there 
were talks there that I really 
listened to and learned from. I 
came home and thought about 
it a lot, and remember very 
clearly getting down on my 
knees in the bathroom and 
saying a muddled first prayer. 

I’ve never had a sort of dra- 
matic electric shock effect 
from my prayers, or a dramat- 
ic conversion moment as I 



know some people have. But I 
do have a great sense of peace. 

I went to Manchester 
University and studied drama. 
I was known there as the 
token Christian in my year, 
which was a burden as well as 
a freedom. I have never found 
that being a Christian solves 
all your problems. One of my 
favourite books in the Bible is 
Ecclesiastes, which is very 
truthful about the human con- 
dition. I believe that the truth 
will set you free, at least in a 
way that leads you on a path 
to ask more questions. Life 
has been very painful in 
many ways. 

X I had to relearn that 
God loved me uncondi- 
tionally, despite my 
eating disorder, despite 
my failed marriage/ 

My eating disorder, bulimia, 
started when I was at universi- 
ty, and continued for 15 years. 
It came out of many things, 
including insecurity. 
Underneath was a sense of 
rage, and then depression - it 
was like peeling an onion, 
dealing with it. I had to go 
down and down to the very 



bottom. I got married very 
young, at 22, and though it 
lasted 12 years my eating dis- 
order contributed to the end 
of my marriage. 

I kept my faith throughout 
but found it very difficult. I 
had to relearn that God loved 
me unconditionally, despite 
my eating disorder, despite my 
failed marriage. After my 
divorce I could not go any- 
where near a church for a 
while without getting a 
panic attack. 

But I’m now studying theol- 
ogy part-time and considering 
the possibility of ordination. I 
am very tentative about it, I 
don’t want to be a priest who 
wants to solve other people’s 
problems because she hasn’t 
solved her own. I’m also wor- 
ried about being swamped by 
the Church and losing my 
identity. I’m not sure I’m quite 
ready for it yet. 

Christianity has made my 
life more truthful but it cer- 
tainly hasn’t solved my prob- 
lems. It has brought great hap- 
piness but also great pain. 



Clare Catford presents Radio 
Berkshire’s Sunday programme 
from 7 - 10 am on 104.1 FM. 



From our archives... 

THIS photograph shows the Bishop of Oxford 
at the time, Harry Carpenter, addressing the 
Diocesan Synod on 5th March 1958. The 
focus of the synod was the Bishop's appeal for 
new churches for which parishes were charged 
to raise up to £500,000 over ten years. Were 
you at the synod that day, can you see yourself 
in the picture? Do write and let us know. The 
report that appeared in the April 1958 edition 
of the Oxford Diocesan Magazine, including 
the Bishops' and other addresses can be 
read in full on our website www.oxford.angli- 
can.org/door. Phil Hind, Web Editor 



Photo courtesy of Mary Saunders 





Eco-column 



Climate Change is already having an 
impact on our world and this will increase. 
It is estimated that by 2050 there might be 
150 million environmental refugees, many 
from countries like Bangladesh where sea 
level rise will make the coastal plain unin- 
habitable. Faced with these figures a change 
in our own lifestyles might seem to be of lit- 
tle purpose but it can and will make a dif- 
ference. A bigger question is how do we 
motivate those changes? In our liturgy each 



week we say sorry for our sins against God 
and neighbour but do we ever ask forgive- 
ness for our treatment of the earth? What 
would be the impact if we prayed: 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We have abused your earth 
And not cared for your creation as you have 
commanded 

Would we drive our cars less? Recycle our 
rubbish more? Take the environment into 
account in managing our church buildings? 
Living a green lifestyle can seem like an off- 
putting set of dos and don’ts, but like any set 
of rules the key to them is a change of heart. 

Revd Margot Hodson is a member of 'Sage/ 
Oxford’s Christian environmental group 




Oxford University 

Continuing Education 

Day Schools 2004 

After the Evil: Christianity 
& Judaism in the Shadow of 
the Holocaust Sat 3 April 

Course to be led by the Rt. Revd. 
Richard Harries, Bishop of Oxford 

Muslim-Christian Relations: 
Problems & Possibilities 

Sat 5 June 

Full details of these and other day 
schools from 0UDCE, 1 Wellington 
Square, Oxford, 0X1 2JA 
Tel: 01865 270380 or 270368 
email: ppdaywkl3conted.ox.ac.uk 



Retired homeowners 

Equity 

Release 

Plans 

You could enrich your 

life.. . by taking capital and income from 
value tied up in your property. Consult us 
free of charge for unbiased advice. 

Phone for free information p ack 

Mitchell McClure Ltd 

01666 860180 

Waitswood House Minety Malmesbury Wiltshire SN16 9QU 

www.equityreleaseadvisers.co.uk 

Independent financial adviser. 

Regulated by the Financial Services Authority 




The Diocese of Oxford 

Diocesan Christian Giving and Funding Adviser 

The Bishop wishes to appoint an inspiring and dedicated 
person for the role of Diocesan Christian Giving and Funding 
Adviser 

As an adviser to parishes and deaneries and someone who will 
be building and working with a team of volunteers, our ideal 
candidate must have excellent interpersonal and 
communication skills. 

Experience of fundraising and partnership funding would be 
helpful but equally, an individual with enthusiasm, 
commitment and credibility would be of interest to us . 

Salary - SE0 scale £25,818 to £30,210 per annum. 

The post holder will be based in North Hinksey on the 
outskirts of Oxford, working as part of a lively and innovative 
team. 

For full details and an application pack please telephone 
01865 208200, or e mail sally.wildman@oxford.anglican.org 
Closing date for receipt of applications is 29th March 
Interviews will take place during week commencing 
19th April 

We are committed to the promotion 
of equal opportunities for all 




music at oxford 



Imogen Cooper 
& Priya Mitchell 

A violin and piano recital given by two 
prestigious artists. Sonatas by Brahms, 
Mozart and Faure. 



Sat 20 March 
7.30pm 

Dorchester 

Abbey 



Tickets £5 - £30 
Box Office 0870 7500659 
or www.musicatoxford.com 
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People & places 



Thank you to our distributors 
— after 150 editions! 




Deanery distributors at Dorchester Abbey with the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, centre and DOOR editor 
Rebecca Paveley. Photo by Frank Blackwell 




The new display bins for The 
Door, available from April. 



A PARTY was held at 
Dorchester Abbey to thank 
the Door’s stalwart distribu- 
tors, who this month will have 
put out 150 editions of the 
paper around the diocese. 
Dozens of deanery distribu- 
tors give up their time each 
month to get the paper out 
to parishes. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the 
Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, told dis- 
tributors how important their 



role was for the Diocese and 
thanked them for their work. 
Editor Rebecca Paveley said: 
‘The distributors are crucial to 
The Door’s mission.’ 

Distributors were also shown 
new ‘display bins’ which are 
designed to help churches pro- 
mote The Door. The bins will 
be available to order through 
Diocesan Church House from 
April. For more details, see 
next month’s edition. 




The College of St Barnabas 

(Reg. Charity No. 205220 ) 



Single & Married accommodation for retired clergy 
Two-roomed flats with en-suite 
Chapels with daily services; libraries; full catering, 
laundry & cleaning 

Situated next door to Dormans railway station 
Enquiries to: 

The Reverend the Warden, College of St Barnabas, Lingfield 
RH7 6NJ. Tel: 01342 870260 www.collofstbamabas.com 



College of St Barnabas 

St Barnabas consists of men and women who are 
still dedicated to a Christian purpose and a life 
of prayer. Subject to the limitations of their age 
they still live and work for that purpose. And the 
first thing that strikes any visitor is the 
friendship and sheer happiness of the place. The 
refectory rings with laughter morning, noon and 
night. 

The College is unique in that though it is 
Anglican it is financially independent of the 
Church of England. We are therefore dependent 
upon donations and legacies for the continuation 
of our charitable purpose. 



PLEASE NOTE! 

Copy Deadline for the April Door advertising is 1 8 March 



OXFORD 

BROOKES 
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School of Arts 
and Humanities 



We have everything you need 
to learn a new language 



Evening Courses start 26 April 2004 

You will rapidly master your chosen language, whether it be 
Chinese ~ Danish ~ Dutch ~ French - German ~ Italian ~ Japanese ~ 
Polish ~ Portuguese ~ Spanish ~ Swedish ~ Turkish 

Intensive Weekend Courses 

Italian ~ Spanish ~ French 

Our weekend courses are held at Oxford Brookes University three times a 
year in March, June and November 

Summer Holidays Abroad - residential schools in France and Italy 

Our programmes incorporate training in all four skills 
Listening - Speaking - Reading - Writing 

according to your level and requirements. 

For application forms and further information contact: 

Oxford Brookes Language Services 
Tel: 01865 483692 
Email: obls@brookes.ac.uk 
Oxford Brookes University 
Headington Campus 
Oxford 0X3 OBP 



www.brookes.ac.uk 



MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 

0208888 4725 






FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

[01234] 32S531 






Retired NNEB 

Nursery Nurse 

Seeks Companion / 
Carer position. 
Milton Keynes 
30 mile radius 

Tel: 01234 714840 
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please ring 

Sue Williams on: 

m 



fax: 0152/ 588001 

Mail: 

mpiHicibis@iiriii.itt 




Youth project to create 
Stations of the Cross 



YOUNG people in Cookham 
are creating works of art to 
form an outdoor ‘Stations of 
the Cross’. The artwork will 
be on display in public spaces 
and shop windows around the 
village for two weeks preced- 
ing Easter. Youth worker Dave 
Walker from the Benefice of 
the Cookhams is working 
with groups in youth clubs at 
Holy Trinity Church and local 
schools to produce the pic- 
tures and sculptures. 

The project follows on from 
a similar undertaking last 
year, where local artists con- 
nected with the church pro- 
duced eight stations which 
were displayed along with 



written meditations over a one 
mile route. People were free to 
follow the route in their own 
time and on Good Friday 
itself 90 people followed the 
Stations together. 

The aim of the ‘Good 
Friday?’ project is to encour- 
age people to remember the 
last journey of Jesus and make 
connections with their own 
journey through life. The proj- 
ect takes inspiration from the 
work of artist Stanley Spencer, 
whose paintings often depict- 
ed Christ in Cookham. 

All the artwork will be 
appearing on the ‘Good 
Friday?’ website, www.good- 
friday.org. 



Obituaries 



Canon Stanley Young 

People who did not know Stanley Young, who died aged 89 last 
month, might never have guessed from the bare record of ministry 
what an extraordinary priest he was - a couple of curacies in 
London and vicar of two parishes in this Diocese - but also a time 
of responsibility for cathedral music and five years as rural dean in 
Bradfield. But this seemingly ordinary clerical career does not 
reveal the depth of his passionate beliefs or his humility and self- 
depreciation. His vicarage was open to all, he never locked the 
front door: sometimes he would return and find a party going on 
in his kitchen and, delighted, would join in. He had been deter- 
mined to remain vicar until he died but reluctantly retired in 1994 
aged 79. Unmarried, he is mourned by his godsons. 

Canon Wilfrid Browning 



Denys Ruddy 

Revd Denys Henry Ruddy, born March 1922, died 1 February 
2004 in the Manormead CoE Pensions Board nursing home at 
Hindhead, Surrey. Trained at Lincoln. Curate in charge of St 
Hugh’s, Grimsby (1953-8); Rector of Longworth (1958-62), 
Longworth with Hinton Waldrist (1962-77); Rural Dean of the 
Vale of White Horse (1968-75); Oxford Diocesan Warden of 
Readers ((1977-87); Chaplain of St Nicolas, Abingdon (1977- 
87); Rural Dean of Abingdon (1979-80); Hon Canon of Christ 
Church (1979-87). He was a recipient of Maundy Money from 
the Queen in Gloucester Cathedral in April 2003. Denys Ruddy 
was a Trollopian character; one of the good ones, a clergyman 
whose delicious sense of humour, literary and musical sensitivi- 
ty, warm humanity and radiant holiness were not conspicuous- 
ly advertised by the dark suit or black cassock he always wore. 
Some people never got the measure of him, but the many who 
did loved him dearly. 

Tony Robinson 

Mark Fitzwilliams 

Canon Mark Fitzwilliams died on 30 December last year, aged 67. 
Until retiring to Watlington he had been incumbent of two major 
town benefices and a large rural group of parishes in the Diocese 
of Oxford. Some 31 of his 40 ordained years were spent in the 
Buckingham Archdeaconry, at Newport Pagnell and Lathbury, the 
Beaconsfield Team Ministry, and in the Hambleden Valley Group. 
This notable series of ministries was recognised by the Diocese in 
1988 when he was appointed an Honorary Canon of Christ 
Church. Mark would have been hugely embarrassed at the great 
Service of Thanksgiving, which marked his funeral. He was the 
most modest man imaginable. The story is told that when a new 
centre for the parish was nearing completion in Beaconsfield there 
was the inevitable debate about what it should be called. When it 
came to the vote all but one voted for it to be called ‘The 
Fitzwilliam Centre’. The one vote against was Mark’s own. 

Bishop John Bone 



Pilgrimage 

preacher 

The Revd Dr Leslie Griffiths, 
Superintendent Minister of 
Wesley's Chapel, City Rd London 
- the well known writer and 
broacaster will be the preacher 
at the St Birinus Ecumenical 
Pilgrimage on July 11th 2004. 
Full details in the next diocesan 
mailing or from Canon John 
Crowe 01865 340007. 

New Christian 
Enquiry Agency Rep 

The Christian Enquiry Agency 
has a new representative for 
the Oxford diocese, Revd Tony 
Beetham. Working in partner- 
ship, the Agency provides 
opportunities for people to 
enquire about Jesus Christ and 
supplies information about the 
Christian faith. Tony can be 
contacted on 01865 770923. 

Youth group 
re-opens 

North Leigh Youth Centre has 
re-opened three months after 
vandals wrecked the building. 
Project chairman Revd 
Stephen Kirkham said he had 
been overwhelmed by the gen- 
erosity of people from the vil- 
lage and beyond, who donated 
time, money, furniture, com- 
puters, sports equipment and 
more to repair and refurbish 
the youth hut. 



Charity Commission 

Charities administered in 
connection with the Church 
Commissioners for England. 
Reference :S W/G 195668/R E D 
(LDN) 

The Charity Commission has 
made a scheme to amend the 
trusts of these Charities. A 
copy can be seen for the next 
month at: 

9 Mill View, Castlethorpe 
14 Williams Close Hanslope 
St Mary's Church office, 19 
Mill St, Kidlington; 

29 Church St, Kintbury; 
Church office, St Nicolas' 
Hall, West Mills, Newbury; 

10 Sugworth Lane, Radley, 
Abingdon; 

Wingrave Parish Church; 
or can be obtained by sending 
a stamped addressed envelope 
to The Charity Commission, 
Harmsworth House, 13-15 
Bouverie Street, London 
EC4Y 8 DP, quoting the above 
reference or visiting our web- 
site at www.charity-commis- 
sion.gov.uk. 

Canterbury’s 

Burning 

A touring theatre company is 
appearing in Compton, Newbury 
for a one night performance of 
Canterbury's Burning, the story 
of martyr Thomas Cranmer. 
Known as the creator of the 
Book of Common Prayer, the 
most suprising thing about him 
is the fact that he was secretly 
married. For details of the per- 
formance, see the Dooorpost 
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Women priests: 1 0 years 

Highs and lows of a decade of ministry: two women 
priests look back (and look ahead to the future) 




Revd Janet Russell has three daughters, one 
with cerebral palsy. She was ordained in 1994 
and is now vicar in Crowmarsh Gifford, 
Wallingford. 

I HAD a sense of calling to the ministry for many 
years, but I managed to ignore it for a quite a 
while and worked as an architect! It was only 
after my third child was born and my marriage 
broke up that I came down to Oxford. I lived in 
Charlbury and began to explore my calling, and 
became very involved in the healing ministry. I 
started training in 1991 when I was 38. The dio- 
cese was very good to me, as it was difficult 
training while being a single parent and having a 
disabled child. Luckily, when I moved out to my 



first post as a curate in Watlington I was given a 
big house so I could get an au pair. 

Watlington wanted a woman so I was very 
lucky, though of course there was opposition 
in some quarters which I encountered on a 
day-to-day basis. But I could understand it and 
in fact some of my friends are opposed to 
women priests. 

I can only really remember one incident when 
someone lost their temper with me over some- 
thing trivial and got very, very angry. I was aware 
that their opposition to me as a woman priest 
was behind it and was the real motivating factor. 

When after four years I came to Crowmarsh 
Gifford, I was following in the footsteps of a 
very successful woman, so I didn’t encounter the 
same opposition. 

But I never expected it to be smooth. At my 
girls’ school, when I said I wanted to be an 
architect, I was told that wasn’t a job for girls. 
So in terms of my working life, I had never 
expected it to be without problems. 

There have been some ‘highs’ too. I really 
appreciate the way I have been welcomed as a 
woman priest not just by the Church of 
England, but by other denominations. When I 
went on retreat before coming to Wallingford, 
there was a group of very raucous men on the 
same retreat. One evening they came up and 
asked me what I was doing there - it turned out 
they were Roman Catholic priests from 
Birmingham. When I told them I was a vicar, 



they just slapped me on the back and said ‘that’s 
brilliant’. As I said, I’m not a campaigner but I 
think women bishops will happen soon. There 
is also the issue of the deal that was struck with 
opponents when women’s ordination was 
agreed. That has continued (the financial pay- 
out) far longer than some may have imagined. It 
is very delicate but it is something I know many 
people are exasperated about and I hope it is 
resolved soon. 




Canon Barbara Doubtfire is parish development 
adviser for Oxfordshire, a role she has fulfilled 
since 1988. She was ordained in 1994. 

I WAS working as a parish development advis- 



er before I was ordained. I had first met a 
woman priest in New Zealand in 1979 and was 
told there that I ‘was a priest’ but, while I pon- 
dered what was meant, I did not discern a call 
at that time and anyway it would not have been 
possible in the UK. I was not at the forefront of 
campaigning, but frequently found myself sup- 
porting some who were. I have only encoun- 
tered a couple of incidents from opponents of 
women priests in the last decade. One was on 
Christmas Day, when a man said to me 
‘Shouldn’t you be putting the turkey in the 
oven’. I parried, attempting to talk further 
with him - a totally ill-judged strategy on my 
part! (Gompetition for the best way to tackle!) 

There have been very positive moments. A 
young mother came to me for confession, 
needing to bring her young toddler with her. 
She had not felt able to suggest this to a male 
priest. With women a sort of informality can 
sometimes be woven in without losing the 
essential objectivity. It is marvellous to have 
Sheila Watson as an archdeacon but looking to 
the future, we are quite male dominated still 
and we need to work towards getting more 
women in positions of real authority and influ- 
ence. At the moment I feel we are on a kind of 
plateau. Until we have women bishops we are 
not going to be truly women and men togeth- 
er in ministry. I would hope to see some signif- 
icant movement on women bishops in the next 
five years. 



Sign up for weekend 
of celebrations 



A WHOLE weekend of events is planned to 
mark the tenth anniversary of the ordination of 
women priests. All are welcome to come to 
celebrate the whole church. 

Tickets for the events can be booked using 
the form opposite or can be ordered by email at 
diamar@onetel.net.uk 

On Saturday 24 April from 12 - 6pm there 
are celebrations in Oxford. A panel of speak- 
ers, including the recently retired suffragan 
Bishop of Washington DC Rt Revd Jane Dixon, 
Baroness Pauline Perry, chair of the Church of 
England review of the Crown Appointments 
system and Rt Revd Richard Harries, Bishop of 
Oxford, will kick off the day with an hour of 
debate at St Mary the Virgin, Oxford. There 
will then be a light lunch before a Eucharist at 
Christ Church Cathedral, presided over by the 
Venerable Sheila Watson, archdeacon. All per- 
manent deacons who were ordained priest in 
1994 in the Oxford diocese and elsewhere are 
invited to robe for this service. Tea will be 
served after the service. 

There will be a creche for under 5s available 
for the day - please indicate number of places 
on the form. 

On Sunday morning, 25 April, all churches 
in the diocese are invited to ask a woman to 
preach at their main service. And on Sunday 
evening, there will be celebrations in five of the 
churches where, ten years ago, the first women 
were ordained priest. The churches are: St 
Mary’s, Reading; St Helen’s, Abingdon; All 
Saints’, High Wycombe; SS Peter & Paul, 
Buckingham and St Mary’s, Banbury. 

Please come and make this a celebration for 
the whole Church. 

Revd Theresa Scott 
Adviser for Women in Ordained Ministry 



Application for tickets 

Please return by 19 March 2004 
This event is free, organised at the request of 
the Bishop of Oxford and funded by a small 
grant from the Diocese. 

No. of tickets 

ALL DAY 

Discussion panel only 
Panel and lunch 
Panel, lunch and service 
Panel and service 
Panel, service and tea 
Service and tea 
How many will be robed? 

Creche (under 5s) 

Please return the completed form to 
Mrs Diana Hasting, The Middle House, 

11 High Street, Milton, 0X14 4ER 

(to save costs please include an SAE) 

Name: 

Address: . 



Please write your question for the panel here: 



BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



LONDON 

HAMMERSMITH. NICE B&B. 

Comfortable central family home, 

ideal base for sightseeing holidays, 
business events, exhibitions. 
Direct line to all attractions & 
airports. Double/twin/triple 
£24 pppn. Single £34. 
Childrens reductions. 

Tel. (020) 7385 4904 
www.thewaytostay.co.uk 



RIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 
Tel: 01200 445370 

piiko@higher3iiis.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



r? 




II 

please ring 

Sue Williams 

on: 




Fix: 11527 192152 

E-mail: 

enss.pillieitiiRS@vir|ii.iet 



Ever wish you had a second chance at Education ? 



RETURN TO LEARN at 

PLATER COLLEGE OXFORD 

• No entrance qualifications • No fees (subject to status) 
• No age too old (min age 20) 

Study for the 1 year Certificate of Higher Education course(equivalent 
to the first year of a university degree) in the following pathways: 

Social Administration, Legal Studies, Theology and Social 
Studies, Business Studies with Business Ethics 
(City & Guilds IT Short Courses also available) 

You can live in our own purpose built accommodation 
or attend daily if you live locally 

To find out more contact Monica Dolton, Tel: 0800 083 0813 (Freephone) 

Or email: admissions@plater.ac.uk Or visit our website: www.plater.ac.uk 



plat 

JLcolli 



er 

COLLEGE 



OXFORD 



RCN: 309719 



Come on a 
FREE taster course 
24 -26 May 2004 
Call for details! 




ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 

READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls aged 3 to 18 years, situated close 
to Reading University and convenient to the town centre and M4 




Open to girls of all denominations and faiths 
High academic reputation 
Strong music and drama tradition 
Artistic talent and practical skills encouraged 
at all ages 

After school care for children aged 
3 to 1 1 years 

Supervised after school study for Senior 
Department pupils 



For a prospectus or to arrange a visit, please contact: 

ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL, 

UPPER REDLANDS ROAD, READING 
BERKSHIRE RG1 5JT 

Tel: 01 18 966 1000 

www.st-josephs.reading.sch.uk 

St Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, which exists to provide education for girls 
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Plas Dolau 

Aberystwyth 

Phone: 01970 617834 

• Friendly country mansion and 
luxury Scandinavian farm 
guesthouse in 22 acres 

• Comfortable double and 
family rooms (some en-suite), 
dormitories for up to 40 

• Central heating, lounges, 
meetings & games rooms, 
videos, pianos 

Email: pat.twigg@virgin.net 



HOLIDAY BUNGALOW 
Near LISKEARD 

Sleeps 4 (One double, one 
twin). Well equipped and 
furnished. Very quiet location. 
Close to many attractions 
including the Eden Project. 
Available March - December 
Further details and rates from: 
E-mail: andykent@lineone.net 
Website: www.streamside.biz 

Tel & Fax 01929 471079 



MIB Travel 

Retail agent of ATOL 2893 
Foreign Exchange, 
discounted airport parking etc. 

See www.mibtraveLco.uk 
for more details or call: 0871 6660262 

Croup trips to — — 

Holy land, Turkey etc 

Email: mail@mibtravel.co.uk 



BEST VALUE 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 
ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 










Helpful Holidays 



i Somerset Cottage! 

! Bed & Breakfast near Cheddar. \ 

| Area of natural beauty. [ 
| Ideal for walkers. Older folks J 
• welcome. Bob & Anne look • 
! forward to offering you 
La hospitality. 

[_T e l : 01934 843252 ! 




Small & Friendly holiday park near 
Mullion with caravans and bungalows 
for hire. Camping and Touring fields 
surrounded by woodland. Beautiful 
beaches nearby. Pets welcome. 

;> www.franchisholidays.co.uk 



Phone: 01326 240301 



D11TMH 

SOMERSET 

Self-catering chalet 
Sleeps 4. No pets. 

M 11813 nm 




• HR TREE COTTAGE ' 

• is a 300 yr old cottage with cosy 1 
i bedrooms, private bathroom, colour i 

TV, hostess tray in all rooms, j 
i Literally on the border of the North i 

I York Moors National Park. Beach [ 
i hut available for guests. Pets if 
\op welcome. No smoking. 

I I For further details contact 1 
i Sue Tingle on: 01947 811544 ! 



PEMBROKESHIRE COAST 

National Park 

Luxury Four Star 
self-catering 
accommodation. 

- Also 3 Star Hotel - 

inclirtM: 01239 820343 

Email:info@gellifawr.co.uk 



Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/1 0, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



ST IVES 

Cornish cottage 

Two bedrooms, sleeps 4. 
Lounge, kitchen, shower, 
toilet TV and video. 
Beaches, shops 2 minutes. 
Pets welcome. 

Tel: 01736 796188 



GLENTH0RNE COUNTRY 
GUESTHOUSE 

Easedale Road, Grasmere, 
Cumbria LA22 9QH 
Tel: 01539 435389 

In the heart of the Lake District 
en-suite, standard rooms. 

B&B from £26 p.p.p.n. 

Full Board from £39 p.p.p,n. 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcotemanorfarrn.co.uk 



www.christianholidays.co.uk 



The Christian 
Holiday People 



5 Centres ideal for Family and Church Holidays 
Conferences - Mid-Week Breaks - Alpha Groups 
Special Interest Weeks 

CONWY Beechwood Court North Wales 01492 593405 

SALTBURN Brockley Hall North Yorks 01287 622329 

ISLE OF WIGHT St. Rhadagunds Ventnor 01983 852160 

RHOS-ON-SEA St. Winifreds North Wales 01492 544128 

OVERSTRAND The Pleasaunce Norfolk 01263 579 212 
( Self Catering Bungalow in grounds ) 

COACH HOLIDAYS To all the Centres 01200 442645 
2004 COLOUR BROCHURE 01695 573372 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd. A Registered Charity 



Helpful Holidays 

Brilliant cottages and great country houses to 
hire for holidays all over the wonderful West 
Country. 

Call us and we’ll send you our brochure or 
visit our website to browse online. 

Or, if you own a holiday cottage, why not 
request our owner's pack and find out how 
we support the 500+ owners who already ask 
us to market their properties for them. 




I * The holiday 

J cottage experts 

Milf Street, Chagford, Devon 

Tel: 01647 433593 

www.helpfulholiday.com 
e-mail: help@helpfulholidays.com 



Helpful Holidays 
has a large number 
of carefully 
selected properties 
throughout the 
West Country 
perfect for an 
English retreat. 

From thatched 
cottages with their own 
private hot tub, to boat 
houses right on the 
riverside, if you fancy 
having a four-poster 
bed, a sea view, a 
games room, or 
swimming pool, we 
have just the place. Our 
website allows you to 
see pictures of each 
room with a detailed 
description so you 
select the right place 
for you. Our properties 

Exmoor 
National Park 

Two adjacent refurbished, 
comfortable character 
cottages in Timberscombe. 
Sleeps 3/6. Pets welcome. 
Reasonable all-inclusive prices. 
Tel: 01643 841193 

E-mail: mpa@workshop.ndo.co.uk 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us + uu 

on our converted 'SaMafiHjRr - 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER in France 
in 2004. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, wonderful 
food, and interesting conducted tours. 
Single travellers always welcome and no 
supplements. Special rates available for 
parties of 5 or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 
31 Wellington St, Hertford SG14 3AN. 

Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 




range from snugs for 2 
to houses for 70 and 
prices start from as 
little as £110 for a 
weekend. 

We are a family run 
business based in a 
converted Methodist 
chapel in Chagford on 
Dartmoor. Our staff 
inspect all the 
properties regularly 
and are happy to chat 
about the cottages and 
the local areas. We 
give clear, frank 
descriptions to ensure 
our customers are 
always delighted. 

If you own a holiday 
cottage, why not 
request our 'owners 
pack 7 and find out how 
we support the 500+ 

Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



owners who already 
ask us to market their 
properties for them. 
This is our 22nd year 
and we have a firmly 
established reputation 
as a high quality 
holiday cottage agency. 
See www.helpful 
holidays.com or email 
help@helpful 
holidays.com 
Alternatively, call our 
friendly team on 
01647 433593 for a 
brochure. 




HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION IN 

UMBRIA, CENTRAL ITALY 

Newly restored double bedroom flat available year round, 
open fire and central heating. Rural location with excellent 
local amenities, beautiful scenery. New swimming pool. 
Also 3 bed former farmhouse for selected summer weeks. 

Details from: 0117 986 3170 

or Email: jfurber@myrealbox.com 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel AA ★★★ 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 





Dublin 

City Centre 



Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 



Cornwall 

Port Isaac 



Quality furnished holiday cottages 
in Port Isaac and Port Gaveme. 



45 minutes from the Eden Project 

Sleeps 4-6, Pets Welcome 
Personal Supervision By Owners 

For a colour brochure contact: 

Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port Isaac, PL29 3RE 

TeL 01208 880498 Fax: 01208 880934 

www.cornishholldayhomes.net 





GROUP ADVENTURES 

for 

Churches Youth Fami 

• dinghy sailing 

• open canoeing 

• walking holidays 

• optional Bible studies 
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Fairtrade' 



The food of the future 



by John Madeley 

‘I HAVE seen dozens of fair-trade projects 
at work in the South, and in every single 
one of them the benefits were not in ques- 
tion, merely why there wasn’t more of it 
and what could be done to make it bigger. 
Though fair-trade may be an infant 
among giants, the future lies with the 
infant, not the giant’, writes David 
Ranson in ‘The No-Nonsense Guide 
to fair-trade’. 

The infant is growing fast. Sales of 
Fairtrade Mark products in the UK rose 
from £63 million in 2002 to £90 million 
in 2003. UK shoppers are now spending 
almost £3 a second on fair-trade prod- 
ucts. Fair-trade coffee alone has over 5 
per cent of the UK market and almost a 
million coffee growers are benefiting. 

‘Arguments that fair-trade can never be 
more than a niche market have been dis- 
proved’, says Harriet Lamb, director of 
the Fairtrade Foundation which awards 
the Fairtrade Mark to products that satis- 
fy fair-trade criteria; ‘fair-trade is the food 
of the future’. 

This year marks the tenth anniversary 
of the Fairtrade Mark. In the foundation’s 
Fairtrade Fortnight - this year from 
March 1 to 14 - there is much to cele- 
brate. A growing number of foods now 
carry the Fairtrade Mark including cof- 
fee, tea, cocoa, chocolate, honey, sugar, 



fruit juice, mangoes, bananas, rice, pasta, 
spices, snacks and biscuits, and also non- 
food goods such as clothes and footballs. 
Fair-trade household goods, furniture, 
carpets and clothes are also now available. 

Fairtrade Mark foods are now sold in 
17 countries through 235 traders and 452 
companies, and sourced from 360 pro- 
ducer groups in 36 countries, represent- 
ing 4.5 million growers and their families. 

Fair-trade products give producers a 
fair return, often making a huge differ- 
ence to people’s lives ‘What difference 
does fair trade make to you’, I asked a 
Nicaraguan coffee farmer, Blanca Rosa 
Molina, who sells a third of her coffee 
through the fair trade system. ‘The most 
important thing about fair trade’, she said 
‘is that we know we shall eat tomorrow’. 

In contrast to the fair-trade system, the 
mainstream trading system is riddled with 
injustices, with Western nations who run 
the show clinging on to power, deaf to the 
pleas of developing countries. Two of the 
last three ministerial meetings of the 
World Trade Organisation have collapsed 
in chaos. The mainstream trading system 
is beginning to bear the hallmarks of a 
crumbling Roman empire. 

The stranglehold that Western nations 
exercise on the mainstream system moves 
the infant to centre-stage. And public 
support is there - recent surveys suggest 
the majority of people in Britain would 




Inspecting a cocoa pod. Photo: Julia 
Powell, The Fairtrade Foundation, 2002 



prefer to buy fairly-traded products. 
While continuing to urge changes in the 
mainstream system, we can all play a key 
role when we shop, by buying fairly-trad- 
ed goods whenever possible. Every time 
we do this, we are helping in a tiny way 
to improve someone’s livelihood, to make 
trade work for the poor. 

John Madeley is the author of the just-pub- 
lished’ ‘A People’s World: Alternatives to 
Economic Globalization’, Zed Books, £9.99. 



Fairtrade Recipe: 
Banana Bread 

By Ann Way, our cookery writer 



This delicious bread keeps well 
but if you are anything like my 
family, it won’t last long! Fair 
trade is well worth supporting 
as in our affluent Christian soci- 
ety we should all be very certain 
that we are paying the hard 
working people from less 
wealthy countries, who produce 
a lot of food for us, a decent 
living wage. Let us be able to eat it with good conscience! 

Ingredients 

4oz (lOOg) butter 

6oz (150g) fair trade dark brown muscovado sugar, 
lib (500g) self raising flour 
3 medium sized ripe fair trade bananas 
4oz (lOOg) fair trade walnuts 

1 tablespoon set fair trade honey 

2 free range eggs, medium size, beaten 
1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

Method 




Cream the butter and sugar, then add the eggs well beaten with a 
little bit of flour to stop the mixture curdling. Mash the bananas 
well and add to the egg, butter and sugar mixture. Break up the 
walnuts and add with the rest of the flour, salt and bicarbonate of 
soda which is sieved over the creamed banana and egg mixture. 
Stir it all until well blended.Add milk to make a soft dropping 
consistency. Place all this in a non stick bread tin approx. 9 inch 
x 5 inch, lightly greased and cook for around 1 hour in the oven 
at 350°F or 180°C or Gas Mark 4 until a skewer comes out clean. 
Remove from tin and place on cake rack to cool. 



ne Fairtrade chocolate! 



Win a month’s 

THE Door has teamed up with Fairtrade choco- 
late company Divine to offer six fabulous prizes of 
a month's supply of chocolate - three prizes of 
Divine chocolate for adults and three of Dubble 
chocolate for children (under 16 years of age). 

The competition marks the bid to become a 
Fairtrade Diocese, which is to be voted on at 
Synod on March 6, and Fairtrade Fortnight, which 



supply of Divi 

takes place from 1 to 14 March. 

Divine is the Heavenly Chocolate with a Heart 
that comes from The Day Chocolate Company 
(www.divinechocolate.com). Made with 100% 
Fairtrade cocoa, all Divine chocolate is totally 
natural, absolutely delicious, and every bite guar- 
antees a fair deal for cocoa farmers in Ghana. 
Divine now comes in six mouthwatering flavours. 



Dubble is the funky, crunchy Fairtrade chocolate 
bar for kids. Launched with Comic Relief, and 
made with 100% Fairtrade cocoa from 
smallscale farmers in Ghana, it’s a delicious way 
to help change the world, chunk by chunk! 

To enter the adult competition, simply answer 
this question: What is the name of the cooperative 
in Ghana that supplies all the Fairtrade cocoa for 



Divine chocolate? Children are asked to write a 
prayer on the theme of Fairtrade. Send in entries, 
clearly marked with name, address and age (for 
children's entries) to Divine Competition, The 
DOOR, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey^ 
Lane, Oxford 0X2 0NB by March 18. Winners will 
be chosen by the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, and announced in the next issue. 





KIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 
Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



FRANCE 

Gite in Poitou/Charente region 

20 miles south of Poitiers in small 
hamlet 300 year old house. 

5 bedrooms - sleeps 10/12. 
Small pool. 

From £250 - £600 per week 
- May to September 

Tel: 01225 703335 evenings. 



Umpts 

20 Queens Road 
Shanklin 

Isle of Wight P037 6AW 

01983 862727 

Mobile: 07816 653843 

www.knights-rest.co.uk 

Bed & Breakfast. Open all year. 
Adults only. Ideal relaxing break. 

2 mins beach, town and old village. 
Mid-week reductions. 



Ule chanqinq rewards of qroup adventure 
hoiidaqs are werth the risk assessment 



My indelible memories of the grandeur of the Scottish highland scenery and the 
glorious Cornish beaches derive from teenage holidays run by the Girl Crusaders 
Union. These camps were rich physical, spiritual and personal development 
experiences. Leaders were for the most part, unmarried ladies, who though appearing 
straightlaced, had experienced real risk and danger in the Services and as civilians in 
World War 2, but understood that Christian based adventure holidays, while 
containing inherently very small dangers, were great fun and invaluable for 



To rent 

MARBELLA/PUERTOBANUS 

Two bedroom, two bathroom 
apt. A/C.TV. Communal pools, 
snack bar. Sea and mountain 
views. Tennis and golf nearby. 

Beach five minutes. 

For brochure / information: 
Tel/Fax: 01494 726953 
Email: red.neale@btinternet.com 



Costa Blanca 

Semi detached Family Villa 
In off road location 
Nr Torrevieja, Alicante 

close by Villa Martin Golf Course. 

Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, 3 terraces. Right next to 
2 pools. Central heating, Cable TV. 

From £260 - £490 p/w 
Vilio for sole - Sept 2004 
Enquiries tel: 01189 476664 

Tel: 01189 476664 



refreshment and renewal of body, mind 
and spirit and to draw closer to God. 
Today you don't have to be a celebrity to 
be game for challenge and adventure. 

But in our risk averse, quick to blame, 
culture, group leaders contemplating 
such ventures may waver at the 
responsibilities entailed. Consequently 
Christians increasingly follow the trend 
to experience thrills vicariously through 
watching extreme sports or false trials 
of virtual jungle reality, so that most 
outdoors experience is unreal. 

I SNOWDONIA I 

NEAR ABERDOVEY 

Stunning views of estuary, sea 
& mountains. Comfortable well- 
equipped two bedroomed chalet 
sleeps 4. Shower; bath, 2 wc’s. 
Quiet site with heated pool, shop 
& clubhouse. £1 10 - £270 weekly 
Mrs I Cretchley - 01494 71 1959 
email: ireneQcretchley.fsnet.co.uk 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 
Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



Paradoxically we quail at quantified risks of young people going canoeing or hiking, 
but allow adults to bungee jump off bridges! 

Despite contra-indications, I believe Christian leaders should remain committed to 
group holidays. The bullet points of anxiety, - too dangerous - too expensive, - too 
busy to spend time organising - not worth the hassle, are more than counter balanced 
by the compelling reasons for enabling groups to share a memorable experience of 
real achievement and community. 

Sharing holiday activities and worship, fosters real friendships, personal and Christian 
growth. The increasing solitude of solo interaction with a computer screen, in one's 
own bedroom, fridge snacks replacing family meals, all weaken community life, 
actually going outdoors among real people, grass, water, flowers, trees. Sailing, 
walking or other adventure activities graded for age and ability bring a sense of self 
worth, achievement and understanding of the way the created world depends on God 
our sustainer and Saviour that we cannot know when adventure is done to us rather 
than by us. So, are you up for a challenge this year? Take your group away on holiday 
- the rewards are worth any risk 
assessments and can be life changing from 
here to eternity. 



Call: Medina Valley Centre on: 

01983 522195 



Devon Village 
Cottage 

Garden, convenient for 
Jurassic coast, beaches & 
N.T. Available all year. 
Sleeps 4. No smokers/pets. 

Tel: 01926 854475 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed. 
Apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 
Open all year. 

Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



NEW FOREST - DORSET 

Holiday caravan, all mod cons, 
new leisure complex. Indoor 
/outdoor pools, flume, sauna, 
gym, steamroom 8 jacuzzi etc. 
Set on edge of forest, ideal for 
walking/beaches. Sleeps >6. 
Non smoking. 

Open 1 1 months of the year. 

Tel: 01376 512005 



South West 

Cornwall 

Rinsey 

Warm, comfortable & 
peaceful. Secluded 
converted chapel, close 
to coastal path. Short 
breaks, all mod cons. 
Sleeps 2-4. 

For information please 
call; 01736 763788 

or visit: 

www.rtnseygreen.co.uk 



National 

^Fruit Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft, and (many on M27 4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, 
Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

Lots of NEW Special Offers 

REE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 



Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Tel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 




■11 

Are you a single, 
widowed or unattached 
Christian seeking 
friends, companion 
or future partner? 
Connect Two can help. 

Tel: 01460 72477 

E-mail: 

HiDNtni2nn@iitiiii.Bi 



ARC you fflRflinG tnOUGH? 

Motivated individuals required by 
recession proof rapidly expanding 
national pic. 

Earn £50-£500 per week distributing & 
collecting catalogues (full/part time) 

No experience, full training, age 18+ 
For FREE info pack tel: 

0870 443 1152 (24hrs) 




A 





STONE & MARBLE L' 



D. 



Memorials & Cremation plaques 
Wide choice of designs 
All types of stone, marble & granite 
Renovations & additional inscriptions 
Prompt personal service 

ABINGDON (01235) 520617 
(01235) 528285 

www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 

161 A OCK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 
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Comment 



The Passion and the gospels 



MEL Gibson’s film 
The Passion of 
Christ has already 
aroused a great 
deal of controver- 
sy. Gibson, associ- 
ated with such 
successful films as 
Brave Heart , is a traditional 
Catholic who has sunk a great 
deal of his own money into 
this new film. Traditionally 
the Church held the Jewish 
people responsible for the 
death of Christ - and Jewish 
communities often feared for 
their lives during Holy Week. 
This accusation of deicide was 
decisively rejected by the 
Vatican in the 1960s. 
Nevertheless, Christians still 
have to tread with great cau- 
tion in this highly sensitive 
and fraught area. Three things 
need to be borne in mind. 

First, Jesus was charged 
and executed by the 
Romans, probably as a threat 
to political order. Pilate was a 
cruel tyrant whom Rome 
removed from office a few 
years after the crucifixion for 
being overly tyrannical, even 
by Rome’s cruel standards. It 
is unlikely then that a group of 
Jewish leaders could have 
blackmailed Pilate into doing 
their will. 

Secondly, the gospels were 
written up after the split 
between the early Christian 
community and the syna- 
gogue. There was fierce 



polemic between 
the two groups 
which is proba- 
bly reflected in 
the gospels. The 
gospels vary in 
their emphasis 
on the responsi- 
bility of some Jewish people 
for the death of Jesus but the 
gospels of Matthew and John 
need to be treated with par- 
ticular care. Throughout 
John’s gospel there is a rather 
menacing reference to ‘The 
Jews’, in a vague and all- 
embracing sense. At Matthew 
27, 25 the Jewish people as a 
whole are reported as saying to 
Pilate ‘His blood be on us and 
on our children’. All this sort 
of thing needs to be treated 
with great circumspection. 

Thirdly, the events which 
led up to the crucifixion of 
Jesus are the proper study of 
historical scholarship and 
those findings, if there is a 
consensus, must be respected. 
If some Jews had a role in the 
run-up to the death of Jesus, 
it is clear from the gospels 
that it was the temple author- 
ities - not the Pharisees, for 
example, to whom Jesus was 
in some respects quite close, 
or at least close to some 
of them. 

When watching this film, 
or engaged in the controversy 
surrounding it, it will be 
important to bear these points 
in mind. 




(Appointments continued from 
page 2) Revd John Harper, Team Vicai; 
Riverside Team (Wraysbury & Horton), to be 
Incumbent, Benefice of Shefford and Meppershall, 
Diocese of St Albans; Revd Alan Hogarth, 
Rector of Beckington w Standerwick w 
Berkley w Rodden w Lullington w Orchard 
Leigh, Diocese of Bath & Wells, be Priest-irv 
Charge, Basildon w Aldworth & 
Ashampstead; Revd Anthony Howe, Asst 
Curate, Newbury St John, to be Domestic 
Chaplain & Communications Officer to the 
Bishop of Wakefield, Diocese of Wakefield; 
Revd Hugh Kent, Area Dean of Buckingham, 
Rector, North Buckingham and Adviser on 
Christian Healing, has retired; Revd David 
Lawton, Asst Curate, St John w Holy Trinity, 



Deptford, Diocese of Southwark, to be Priest- 
in-Charge, Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Southcourt; Revd Henriet Oostra, Minister in 
the Church of Sweden, to be Associate 
Minister, Upton-cum-Chalvey; Revd Kerry 
Ramsay, Curate, Gt St Mary w St Michael, 
Cambridge, Diocese of Ely, to be Vicar, St 
Michael & All Angels, Sunninghill; Revd Bill 
Stewart, Vicar of Lamboum, Priest-in-Charge 
of Eastbury w East Garston, has retired; Revd 
Kay Watters, OLM, Prestwood & Great 
Hampden, to be also NSM 
Chaplain to the Bishop of Buckingham; 
Revd Roy Woodhams, Area Dean of Vale of 
White Horse & Rector of Cherbury w 
Gainfield, to be Vicar of Fleet, Hampshire. 



Why credit unions can help to 
conquer debt and poverty 




In Britain, today, 
over millions of 
people on very 
low incomes have 
to borrow money 
at exorbitant 
interest rates 
often to pay for 
food, clothing and 
other daily needs. 
But it does not 
have to be like 
this! 



IN A New Year article for the Daily Mail, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan 
Williams, expressed concern at the rising 
levels of consumer debt, and called for 
support for families caught up in the cycle 
of debt. He said that ‘in many vulnerable 
communities it can seem as though there 
are no alternatives to loan sharks with 
soaring rates of interest (and sometimes 
unorthodox means of collection).’ He 
added that ‘Credit Unions offer a realistic 
option that will offer people manageable 
credit terms and help train them in keep- 
ing on top of their problems.’ 

What is a Credit Union? 

Credit Unions have their roots in the con- 
cept of self help - they are democratic 
financial co-operatives. They are owned 
and run by their members, for their mem- 
bers, to provide them with access to high 
quality financial services based on secure 
savings and low cost loan facilities. They 
are community enterprises, set up for and 
by people who live or work in their 
Common Bond areas. They seek to make a 
significant anti-poverty impact, especially 
in areas of social deprivation and financial 
exclusion - as well as providing access to 
financial services for all the community. 
They also seek to educate members and 
others about the benefits of regular saving 
and good money management. 

Here, in the area of the Oxford Diocese, 
study or development groups have set 
about the creation of Credit Unions in 
Milton Keynes, Oxford and Reading. 
Each will be registered under a Common 
Bond, covering anyone living and/or 
working in those communities. This work 
is associated with a range of faith groups, 
ethnic groups, housing associations, trade 
unions, the business community and rep- 
resentatives of social and community 
organisations. 

Credit Unions are ‘not-for-profit’ 
organisations. And whilst there will be 
some full time employees, the backbone of 
Credit Unions are its support team of 
unpaid volunteers, including its Board of 
Directors, Credit Committee and 
Supervisory Committee. 

This means that surplus funds, after 
meeting expenses and setting up reserves, 
are distributed to the Members as divi- 
dends, a lower rate of interest can be 
charged on loans, and with improved 
services. Free life assurance cover is given. 



What happens 
to my savings? 

Members’ sav- 
ings are placed in 
secure invest- 
ments of low 
risk. Savings put 
into a Credit 
Union are as safe 
as those in banks 
or building soci- 
eties because 
they are regulat- 
ed by the FSA 
and covered by 
the Financial Services Compensation 
Scheme, as well as having fidelity bond 
insurance that protects Credit Unions 
against fraud. # 

Do I receive interest on my savings? 

A member’s savings buys shares in the 
Credit Union. Once running costs have 
been met, the remaining surplus is paid to 
members in the form of a dividend. The 
dividend fund is paid out in accordance 
with the number of shares held and the 
time for which they have been held, just 
like a loyalty bonus. By law, the maximum 
bonus paid is 8% gross before tax per 
year. 

What about loans? 

Many people, from all walks of life, join a 
Credit Union because it gives them access 
to affordable loans - as well as helping 
them to save on a regular basis. Loans can 
be made, for small or large amounts, for 
periods of up to 3 years for unsecured 
loans and seven years for secured loans. 
After members have saved regularly for a 
minimum period they can apply for a 
loan. The amount that they can borrow 
and the repayment terms depends upon 
the period of membership and the amount 
saved, the purpose and amount of the 
loan and the character of the member. 
Members can borrow for a range of pur- 
poses including household purchases, 
back to school, holiday, repay a credit 
card, buy a car or computer; meet unex- 
pected expenses, etc. 

The maximum interest charged on these 
loans is set by law at 1 % per month on a 
reducing balance. This works out at an 
APR of 12.68%. So, on a loan of £1000 
re-paid in one year, the interest charged 
would be £65. All loans are protected by 



life assurance with the premiums paid by 
the Credit Union. This means that loans 
are paid off in the event of death. 

Who owns and runs the Credit Union? 
Everyone who lives or works in a 
Common Bond area is eligible to be a 
member of the Credit Union. The mem- 
bers are the owners of the Credit Union, 
not just ‘customers’. It is only members 
who can use the services of the Credit 
Union. It is the members who control the 
Credit Union democratically. Each mem- 
ber has one vote irrespective of how much 
they have in shares. 

How do I join the Credit Union? 

Anyone who lives and/or works in a 
Common Bond area, must simply complete 
an application form, provide proof of iden- 
tity and residence, pay a small entry fee and 
invest a minimum of £1 into a savings 
account.A member must make a commit- 
ment to save regularly with the Credit 
Union. Every £l saved buys a share. 
Children can save with the Credit Union, 
but cannot become members until they are 
16 years old, or qualify as borrowers until 
they are 18 years old. Children’s savings are 
held in a separate account. 

David Bertram 

Reading Savers Credit Union Study Group 

Milton Keynes Credit Union Study Group 

Fountain House, The Square, Aylesbury Street, 
Wolverton, Milton Keynes, MK12 5HX 01908 
525086 

grahamg@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk 

Oxford Credit Union Development Office 

43 St Giles, Oxford, 0X1 3LW 
01865 516288. 

oxfordcredituniondev@yahoo.co.uk 

Reading Savers Credit Union Study Group, 

P0 Box 2368 Reading RG30 2ZJ 
www.readingcreditunion.co.uk 
info@readingcreditunion.co.uk 
0118 9585803 



INTERESTED IN 
[THEOLOGICAL TRAINING? 

0 

Trinity College 

is holding an OPEN DAY on 
Saturday 20 March 2004 

Are you considering theological study? 
Are you thinking about training for lay or 
ordained ministry? Would you like to sample 
theological college life? 

Then this Open Day is for you! 

For further details please contact: 

Mrs Barbara Clifton, Admissions Secretary 

Tel: 0117 968 2803 - Fax: 0117 968 7470 
or email: admissions@trinity-brisJC.uk 





ARTisTS in STAinED Glass v 

DAViD Wasley 

ItlA.ATC.DipAD.FlTiGP. 

ConsERyAtOR^Sr 
RistORAfion Specialist 

01494 773712 

wwu;.3RprniLLEnnivmARtists.co.vK^ 



DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

St James’ Church, Finchampstead, 
Berkshire. 

The post of Director of Music 
is now vacant. 

If you or someone you know are 
interested please contact: 
Churchwarden: Richard Owen - 
0118 973 3111 
Choir Member: Ed Sampson - 
0118 973 2069 

Further information on our Website: 
www.stiames.finchampstead.co.ak 
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to the editor 



Creating truths 



Anger at parish share row; Fairtrade products; Sexist language: Valuing everyone 



As contesta- 
tions over the 
Hutton report 
spiralled, I felt I 
needed help in 
making sense of 
it all, so 
emailed a cou- 
ple of friends 
for their 

thoughts. One, 
a former high-ranking TV 
current affairs editor, 
agreed with William Rees 
Mogg that Hutton was a 
‘Decent man, bad judge’. 
My friend’s conclusion: ‘I 
wonder if there was ever a 
judgement where the find- 
ings were so patently at 
odds with the published evi- 
dence. But was there ever a 
top judge who wasn’t more 
inclined to believe his peers 
- top politicians, top civil 
servants, top spooks - than 
mere broadcasters and jour- 
nalists.’ The other friend - a 
journalist - declared that 
the Hutton debate had 
imbued her with a fresh 
sense of pride in her profes- 
sion: ‘It has caused me to 
appreciate anew just how 
important us journalists are - 
how we dig and delve and 
bring about the conversa- 
tions which make us into a 
democratic community.’ But 
they would say that, would- 
n’t they. They’re journalists. 

The debate about the 
Hutton report was unnerv- 
ing precisely because its aim 
was to settle a debate, not to 
create a new one. In a post- 
modern society where we 
have no clear way of adjudi- 
cating between competing 
truth-claims, we have 
increasingly put our faith in 
public enquiries headed up 
by ‘impartial’ legal figures. 
If the furore has made noth- 



ing else clear, it 
has revealed to us 
the fallibility of 
this way of gain- 
ing access to the 
Truth. 

Hutton came 
hot on the heels of 
a study day 
attended by mem- 
bers of the Board 
for Social Responsibility on 
the ‘theology of communica- 
tion’. Our key resource per- 
son was Jo Ind, a theologian 
and features editor on the 
Birmingham Post. She intro- 
duced us to the idea of truth 
as something which is ‘made’ 
rather than simply ‘told’: 
‘...to write a newspaper arti- 
cle is not simply about hold- 
ing up a mirror to reality... it 
is to take part in creating real- 
ity.’ As with God in the act of 
creation, to make truth means 
to bring life. To participate in 
truth-making means to partic- 
ipate in creation. 

In our complex world, 
some yearn for easy access to 
objective truth. Some - 
Christians among them - 
claim to have achieved that. 
But most of us know that 
truth - whether it is political, 
religious or ethical - will 
always be contested. And 
rightly so. The only option 
for Christians is to embrace 
the exciting possibilities of 
participation in the contesta- 
tion: speaking the truth as 
we see it; hearing the truth as 
others see it; changing our 
minds, and bringing our 
critical faculties to bear as 
we learn to notice whose 
truths we have heard, who 
has been silenced, and why. 
Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser to the 
Diocese. If you are interested in 
reading Jo Ind's talk, email ali- 
son.webster@oxford.anglican.org 



Parish share row 

I READ the article referring to 
Oxford Churches refusing to 
pay their parish share increase 
direct to the diocese with great 
anger. It was the combination 
of arrogance and lack of 
understanding and communal 
responsibility that was most 
breathtaking. I speak as 
churchwarden of a rural parish 
in the diocese. We share our 
priest with four other parishes; 
half our services in each month 
are lay-led. When we read that 
three city churches have taken 
upon themselves to decide who 
is worthy to receive their share 
of money, and that this decision 
will be based on the city 
churches’ own assessment of 
the struggling church’s strategy, 
I’m afraid we can only see signs 
of selfishness and superiority. 

If it is of any interest to those 
churches, our PCC recently 
adopted our own strategy doc- 
ument for growth and mis- 
sion. Included was the state- 
ment ‘We have a responsibility 
and a calling to help in any way 
we can, and may not selfishly 
hold back any help we can give 
- time, money, advice, support - 
merely because it is inconven- 
ient to us.’ 

We are committed to paying 
our full parish share, and it is 
not without our own hard- 
ship. We will continue to work 
with the limited resources at 
our disposal to propagate the 
work of the church in our 
area. We aim to grow our con- 
gregation, to deepen our spiri- 
tual understanding, to maintain 
our financial standing, to see 
the church used more within 
our village, and more. All these 
things are within our current 
strategy, a copy of which I am 
more than happy to send to the 
Oxford City Churches, but cer- 
tainly not if I have to use it to 
buy their largesse. I urge them 
to think again. 

Stephen Johns 
Ickford 



Great Issue! 

WHAT a great issue of The 
DOOR, February’s was! 

Firstly how great it is to see 
Fr Stephen Cottrell appointed 
as Bishop of Reading. He seems 
very intelligent and gracious 
and he will be an asset for this 
Diocese. He was spirit-filled 
and inspiring for all of us at our 
ecumenical Mission here in 
Advent 2000 in Botley and 
Cumnor. We wish him every 
success and our prayers are 
with him and his family in their 
move and future. 

Secondly what a lovely arti- 
cle by David Winter about the 
Clumps at Wittenham. I have 
always loved the Clumps since I 
saw them in a picture by Paul 
Nash who was positively 
obsessed by them! Another part 
of the Diocese you could look 
at is the village of Cookham 
with Cock Marsh and of course 
Holy Trinity church which is 
mystically beautiful all year 
round AND has had Stanley 
Spencer painting it to boot! 

Lastly I was struck by the 
irony of the wealthy churches 
of Oxford complaining about 
having to pay for the poorer 
churches in their deanery! And 
it’s Fairtrade Fortnight soon. 
Richer Countries helping out 
poorer countries, richer church- 
es helping out poorer churches? 
I understand that the system 
sucks and the Diocese was 
allegedly fleeced by the Church 
Commissioners (and that, 
strangely, heads never rolled) 
when they lost the Church mil- 
lions of pounds on the Stock 
Exchange in the 1990’s. The 
parish share seems to just go up 
and up and up! Sadly, not all 
churches are as Spirit-filled and 
groovy as St Ebbes, St Andrews 
and St Aldates. We cannot 
afford our share because we 
have small congregations and 
we’re competing with the Big 3 
Oxford churches, OCC in 
Osney Mead AND Homebase, 



Habitat et al. 

So stop moaning and come 
and show us how to do mission 
with us where we are, and help 
us fill the coffers, no, sorry ... 
build the Kingdom of God on 
earth! 

Mick Cull-Dodd 

SS Peter & Paul’s Church, Botley 
(in interregnum at present) 

Sexist Language? 

I WAS interested in the article 
entitled ‘Pregnancy and the 
Priesthood’ in the February 
issue and agree that having 
small children to look after at 
the same time as full-time 
working is very difficult indeed. 
However I was appalled at the 
use of the phrase ‘she fell preg- 
nant with her daughter’. Apart 
from being a very old fashioned 
phrase, the word ‘fall’ conjures 
up all sorts of pejorative conno- 
tations - the Fall, as in the 
expulsion from Eden, a fall 
from Grace, lest we fall into sin, 
falling on hard times, falling 
into bad ways and so on. While 
I have no illusions that becom- 
ing pregnant for some people 
may be something they didn’t 
want, for many people preg- 
nancy is to be desired and the 
achievement of it a triumphant 
crowning of prayer, hope and 
expensive medical intervention. 

We are intensely (and rightly) 
conscious of sexist language 
but this phrase is not just sexist 
but downright misogynistic. 
‘To become pregnant’ is surely a 
better; more neutral phrase. 

D J Francis King 0BE 
Oxford 



Fair Ttade is a better 
deal for everyone 

IT is inspiring to see how we 
can make a difference in an 
everyday way for people in 
our global community. We all 
purchase goods in the market- 
place to feed, clothe, and 
delight our families and 
friends. If you purchase Fair 
Trade products, then it pro- 



vides producers in the devel- 
oping world with a fair wage 
and opportunities to build 
their communities. 

For many in the Church, it 
is difficult financially to give 
large amounts of money or 
time to charity. Fair Trade is a 
way that everyone can partici- 
pate and give back in our own 
way when we purchase food, 
clothing or gifts. 

Our church is currently 
building plans for Fair Trade 
fortnight and your articles in 
The DOOR are timed perfect- 
ly to give us ideas on promot- 
ing this just cause. Let us all 
seek to promote the lessons 
for Christians in how we can 
use our everyday purchases to 
‘love thy neighbour’.. 

Mark Emanuelson 
Burnham 



A Question of Values 

IN the last issue you wrote 
about parishes needing to 
embrace all those who offer up 
their talents and time in God’s 
service, be they male, female, 
part-time, full-time, paid or 
unpaid. By ‘God’s service’ I 
take you to mean doing work 
for the Church. It was, I am 
sure, well meant, but in the 
mission of the Church priests 
and lay ministers in secular 
employment or in retirement 
are not ‘part-time’ because they 
don’t move all the time in 
church circles! We value less^ 
their calling if ever we refer to 
them as ‘part-timers’. Indeed, 
we should value them more 
highly because most of the 
time they are alongside those 
who do not share our worship. 
They are to be found in 
schools and colleges and in all 
places of employment, and in 
retirement. They need our 
encouragement and support, 
not only by the prayers of the 
Church, but also by the way 
we value them. 

Graham Canning 
Charlbury 




by Alison Webster 



If We Go Into Care 
Our Home Will 
Automatically Go To 
Our Children - Right? 




69,000 Homes were taken last year to pay for 
long term care. If you act early you can save 
vours. Simply and cost effectively, 

For a free info pack call today, NLS 

quote reference number 781 1 Nattorwf s™, 

0800 388 8364 

The National Specialists for: 

Wills • Enduring Power of Attorney • Executor Help • 
Advanced Directive • Conveyancing* Document Storage 








The Oxford Diocese Branch of 
THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 
will commemorate 
the 448th Anniversary 
of the Martyrdom of 
ARCHBISHOP THOMAS CRANMER 

in Oxford on Sunday, 21st March 
at the Martyrs’ Memorial at 3.00 pm. 
Followed by Choral Evensong 

with the PBS Oxford Choir 

at St. Michael at the North Gate, 

Commarket Street, Oxford. 

Tea and cakes in the church room after the service. 

ALL WELCOME 



.* 



PLEASE NOTE! 

Copy Deadline for the April Door advertising is 1 8 March 



Are you retired? 

Home and garden too much? 
Daily chores getting you down? 
Need a little T.L.C? 

Then give us a call. We have vacancies 
in a warm and friendly atmosphere 
offering home cooked meals, advice and support. 

Independence with assistance 24hrs a day. 

Diana House, Brackley 

Telephone: 01280 700903 
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the Divide 






V Call 018^5 246818 
* Email oxford@christian-aid.org 



Join us 

at a Christian Aid Connects evening near you. 

Find out 

how your support for Christian Aid is transforming 
lives in Ethiopia and hear first-hand from Abate 
Desale of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. 

Discover 

the real stories behind the headlines in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, and the effect of 
unfair trade rules on the third world. 

Connect 

with other Christian Aid supporters and find out 
about new ways of supporting Christian Aid. 

Tuesday 30 March 
Reading Wesley Methodist Church 

Wednesday 31 March 

Oxford Lime Walk Church, Headington 

Thursday 1 April 

Slough St Andrew's Church 



7pm - 9.30pm 



CHristianifAicI 

We believe in life before death 



Emerging church 

Howto make Easter Streamers 

by Jenny Hyson, children’s adviser 



Make rainbow streamers that tell a story 
for Palm Sunday and Easter Day 

Each child will need: 

7 ribbons or crepe paper streamers about 35 
cms long; 

A short length of dowel and double sided 
sticky tape. 

Tell the story of Easter by introducing one 
colour of the streamer at a time. Each of 
the rainbow coloured streamers tells a 
different part of the story. 

1. Violet Violet or purple is the colour for the 
season of Lent. Many churches in Lent use 
purple cloths on the altar and the priest may 
wear special purple clothes. Purple is the 
colour that the church uses to show that it is 
a time to get ready to celebrate something 
special. So we are in the season of getting 
ready for something special to happen. This 
time is called Lent and it is the time when we 
get ready to celebrate Easter. What other 
time of the church's year uses this colour? 

2. Orange This is the colour orange. I won- 
der what the colour orange reminds you of? 
(The children may have recently celebrated 
a Christingle when the colour orange was 
the symbol of the world.) Remind the chil- 
dren how God loved us so much that he sent 
his son Jesus into the world as a tiny baby. 

3. Yellow This colour reminds us of the gift of 
gold that one of the wise men brought to the 
baby Jesus. It reminds us that Jesus was born 
to be a new and special king. 

4. Blue But Jesus didn't stay a baby, like us 
he grew up and when he was an adult he did 
some amazing things. Talk together about 
some of the amazing stories you remember 
about Jesus. Blue reminds us that some of 



Jesus' special friends were fishermen and 
many of the stories of Jesus took place by the 
sea of Galilee. 

5. Green Many people followed Jesus wher- 
ever he went to hear his stories and to learn 
more about God. The colour green reminds 
us of that special day when they led him into 
Jerusalem, laying palm leaves in his path and 
shouting that he was their king. We call this 
special day Palm Sunday. 

6. Red But not everyone was Jesus' friend 
and there were some who plotted to have 
Jesus killed. The colour red reminds us of 
how Jesus died nailed to a wooden cross. 

7. Indigo Even though people were doing 
horrible things to him Jesus still loved the 
people and before he died he prayed to God 
and said, 'Father forgive them for they don't 
know what they are doing.' Imagine Jesus lov- 
ing us so much that he thought about us at 
that time. When Jesus died the sky went dark 
and a huge curtain hanging in the temple in 
Jerusalem tore from top to bottom. The 
colour indigo reminds us of the darkness and 
the colours of the curtain. Many of those who 
saw Jesus die knew at this point that Jesus 
really was the son of God. But we know that 
this wasn't the end of the story, for three days 
later Jesus rose from the dead. 

Now that you have heard the story make 
your ribbons into a streamer that you can 
wave on Palm Sunday and Easter day. 

When you mix all the colours of the rain- 
bow together they make the colour white. 
White is the colour that the church uses for 
the celebration of Easter, so watch to see if 
your church changes its colours from purple 
to white. 



Monda 
new ki 



IN the back room of a brand new 
school on a brand new housing 
estate, a very new kind of Church is 
being born. 

Most of its congregation are not 
aware that it is a Church, or aware 
that the woman running it is actual- 
ly a Reverend. They come in search 
of company, of community. For 
those building the hundreds of new 
homes aimed at professional couples 
and families haven’t got around to 
putting in a community centre yet. 

Into this gap, Penny Joyce has 
stepped. And while the activities 
which go on in this back room every 
Wednesday look very ordinary - a 
mums and toddlers group makes 
way for a lunch club, which makes 
way in turn for a very lively after 
school club - they are the bedrock 
of what could be, what it is hoped 
will be, a very new kind of 
Church. 

. • « w 

OF course, this ‘emerging Church’ 
on Madley Park, in Witney, 
Oxfordshire is not unique. The 
Church of England at the recent 
General Synod meeting pledged itself 
towards creating a ‘mission-shaped 
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Emerging church 



y thru’ Saturday - creating a 

d of Church for the 21st century 

$ 



Church’, backing a report by the 
Bishop of Maidstone, Graham Cray. 

His report began by painting a 
bleak picture for the future of tradi- 
tional Sunday worship. 

It found that Sunday is no longer 
sacred: for most today, it is a ‘family’ 
day, a DIY day, a sports day and, in 
an age of increasingly fragmented 
families, a day for visiting the other 
parent. It warned that the Church 
today must accept that it is working 
in a society that is ‘now basically sec- 
ond or even third generation pagan 
once again’. 

It advocated new forms of mission 
and what it called ‘fresh expressions 
of Church’ - including cafe churches, 
cell Churches, school based churches 
and others. 

x We are midwives in a way - 
we are trying to give birth to 
a new Church' 




Revd Moira Astin, from Thatcham 
and a member of the Mission Shaped 
Church working group, said new 
expressions of Church shouldn’t be 
written off as merely ‘trendy’. Up 
until now, she said, the Church had 
been following an old model that 
aimed to get ‘bodies in Church on a 
Sunday morning rather than getting 
them to God in the first place’. Fresh 
expressions of Church should meet 
people where they are, every day of 
the week, she said. 

BACK on Madley Park, Penny’s proj- 
ect - called Discovery Days is in the 
very earliest stages. In terms of num- 
bers, she has been a phenomenal suc- 
cess. More than 20 mums go to 
the baby group, and so many chil- 
dren to the after school club t 

hat it has been split into two sessions. 
Out of this growing community, she 
is hoping to encourage and foster 
a search for spirituality. 



A book group is about to start, and 
discussion evenings. To some it may 
sound very tentative. But Penny did 
set up an Alpha course, and in tradi- 
tional vein leafleted the 300 houses 
on the estate. It didn’t work. 

‘We need to build community first, 
and out of that community create 
Church,’ she said. ‘Building commu- 
nity is what is happening here and 
now,’ she said. 

Also on hand is Julia Bee, who 
started work building relationships 
on the estate before Penny arrived. 
She explained: ‘It is like we are mid- 
wives in a way - trying to give birth 
to a new Church. We are waiting and 
seeing what God wants us to do here 
in this situation, rather than impos- 
ing here something that has worked 
elsewhere. We are letting God 
guide us.’ 

DISCOVERY Days is funded by the 
Diocese’s Cutting Edge ministries 
scheme, which supports innovative 



new forms of ministry. The Bishop of 
Dorchester, Colin Fletcher, is the 
head of the Cutting Edge Ministries 
group, which was begun long before 
the Mission Shaped Church report 
was finished. 

The Cutting Edge group was origi- 
nally given £250,000 to support new 
forms of mission and this has already 
been pledged to several projects, of 
which Penny’s is the first to get up 
and running. More announcements of 
other projects are in the pipeline, 
including a new Church on the Club 
scene in Oxford and an internet based 
Church, called ‘I-Church’ which is 
about to launch shortly. These 
schemes are not intended to replace 
traditional Sunday worship but work 
alongside it, said Bishop Colin. ‘They 
are building on the tradition of people 
meeting people, just in a different 
shape and a different culture. Sunday 
worship will remain the significant 
part of a ‘mixed economy’. We are 




not going to see numbers on days 
other than Sundays reaching one mil- 
lion for a long time to come. But new 
expressions of Church, like Penny’s 
project, are highly significant. She is 
starting by building links with the 
community and will go on to build 
Church out of those links. I am confi- 
dent it will come.’ 

THE Oxford Diocese as a whole has 
pledged to encourage and fund inno- 
vative forms of outreach. It’s new 
strategy, Shaping the Future 
Together, is committed not 
only to developing the Cutting 
Edge programme but 
new forms of ministry to 
those linked by interest rather 
than geography. In other 
words to build on and reflect 
society as it is now structured 
- where people come togeth- 
er in communities of shared 
interest, such as book or 
sports clubs, rather than 



simply because they live in the same 
parish. It is a future for the Church 
that all should be excited by. After all, 
those involved in ministry and mis- 
sion were living in a 24/7 culture long 
before the term was even invented. 



Report by Rebecca Paveley 
Photographs Frank Blackwell 



Trusting in the next generation? 



BISHOP Graham Cray, one of the key 
editors of the Mission Shaped Church 
report, has consistently advocated the 
need for the identification and encourage- 
ment of a new ‘army’ young adult lead- 
ers. He argues that ‘crucial to the 
church’s mission will be the ability to 
recognise, release and support young 
adult leaders who are at ease in the 
new developments. 

‘We need to take the risk of trusting 
such leaders with responsibility to exper- 
iment with new forms of worship and dis- 
cipleship. When the practices of the past 
are of limited usefulness it is the work of 
the Holy Spirit in the next generation of 
leaders which we must trust. Have we the 
courage and grace to do so?’ he asks. 

The argument is that if these new forms 
of church are to develop, then this will 
best happen with those who experience 



and best understand this new culture in 
which we live and work. 

Across the Diocese a new programme 
called ELECT (Emerging Leaders for the 
Emerging Church Training) is seeking to 
respond to this challenge. Launching a 
new expression of church is demanding 
and requires good leadership skills, skills 
which need continual development. 

ELECT is looking to forge experimen- 
tal and culturally relevant leadership 
skills rooted in some values which 
include working with the theology and 
understanding of the Developing Servant 
Leadership programme which has been 
so successful with clergy across the 
Diocese. These future leaders will need to 
be rooted in and supported by the local 
church and will need to have the oppor- 
tunity to practise the skills they will 
be learning. 



This project will focus on those proba- 
bly aged between 18-30, but we are open 
to discussions on this! We hope that these 
future leaders will come from varying 
church traditions, and be free-thinking 
and have a missiological edge. 

What’s exciting about ELECT is that it 
will launch using e-learning, developing a 
virtual learning community through a 
weekly discussion. Through the issues dis- 
cussed within this e-learning community, 
we will then work towards a residential 
experience in about 6-9 months time. 

If you are interested in knowing more, 
then contact Andrew Gear at Church 
House, Oxford either by telephoning 
01865 208256 or email: 
andrew.gear@oxford.anglican.org 

Andrew Gear, 
parish development adviser for 
Buckinghamshire 





12 



THE DOOR : MARCH 2004 



Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



fj. Williams 

Building Contractors 
Joinery Manufacturers 

Henson House 
Newtown Road 
Henley-on-Thames 
Oxon, RG9 1HG 

Tel: 01491 574220 

We are pleased to be 
associated with 
The Diocese of Oxford 




r ^ 

30 Ai_uivni\mjiv> plas 



Welcome to 3D Aluminium Plas 



Design, Manufacture and Installation 

At 3D Aluminium Plas we specialise in the 
design, manufacture and installation of 
quality PVC-U and aluminium windows, doors 
and canopies to the education market, 

Are pleased to be associated with 
The Diocese of Oxford 

3D Aluminium Plas Ltd 
□akfields Industrial Estate, Stanton Harcourt 
Road, Eynsham, Witney, Oxon 0X29 4TX. 

Tel: 01865 881 403 Fax: 01865 882 472 

email: sales@3daluminiumplas.co.uk 
www.3daluminiumplas.co.uk ^ 
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Building Services Contractors 
Established 1949 

Are pleased to be 
associated with 
The Diocese of Oxford 

10 Carey Street, Reading, Berkshire RG1 7JT 
Telephone: 0118 959 5522 
Fax: 0118 958 5582 
Email: info@ghmarshall.co.uk 
Website: www.ghmarshall.co.uk 





FRASER WALKER ASSOCIATES 



BUILDING SERVICES CONSULTANTS 



The Old Coach House, 33 Banhury Road, 
Kidlington, Oxfordshire 0X5 1AQ 
Tel: 01865 841266 Fax: 01865 842624 
Email: mail@fraserwalker.co.uk 



ARE PLEASED 
TO BE 

ASSOCIATED 

WITH 

DIOCESE OF OXFORD 
BUILDING PROJECTS 



St James' Church Beauchamp Lane, Cowley Building Project 



Work is about to start on a joint build- 
ing project by St James’ PCC in Cowley, 
in Oxford, and the Glebe and Buildings 
Committee of the Diocese of Oxford. 



D.B.H. 

DJuifcfiruj Gonlraciors 

Specialist in period properties, refurbishment - 
extensions inch plans 

Joinery, Windows - stairs - 
Kitchen & bedroom furniture. 
General carpentry 

1 2 years working with 
The Oxford Diocesan Board of Education 

Tel: 01494 880900 / 07774 726688 

Whitler Construction Ltd 

Specialist Building 
Contractors 

We are pleased to be associated 
with The Diocese of Oxford 

7 Orchard Row Wheeler End High Wycombe 
Bucks HP143ND 

Tel: 01494 882852 Fax: 01494 883032 

S 

Knowles & Son 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 



Knowles & Son 

. 

Quality Construction 
since 1797 

• New Build • Extension & Alteration 
j[ • Maintenance & Repairs 

• Plumbing • Painting & Decorating 

• Interior Fit Out 

Holywell House, Osney Mead, Oxford 0X2 OEA 
Tel: 01 865 249681 Fax: 01 865 790601 

Email:build@knowle.co.uk 

www.knowlesandson.co.uk 



C &C feuildof 

Seer Green 

Bucks HP9 2QL 

We are pleased to be associated 
with The Diocese of Oxford 

t it: own won 
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CONSTRUCTION 

3 The Paddock 
Faringdon Road 
Longworth 
Oxon OX 13 5 BX 

Tel: 01865 821687 



GENERAL BUILDING 
CONTRACTOR 





M j Construction are pleased to be 
associated with 
The Diocese of Oxford 



By Penny Stephens 



The site in Beauchamp 
Lane, Cowley covers 
just over an acre and is 
currently occupied by 
the Team Rectory, 
Benson Cottage (a list- 
ed building owned by 
the Diocese), the for- 
mer coach house of the 
old Rectory (until 
recently, leased to the 
Scouts) and a prefabri- 
cated hut. 

The project is to be 
carried out in three 
phases. In the first 
phase, Benson Cottage 
is refurbished and 
extended to become a 
new Team Rectory. 
Once this is completed, 
the existing Rectory 
will be demolished to 
make way for a new 
Community Hall, which 
is annexed to part of 
the former coach 
house, which is to be 
converted into a parish 
centre with an office 
and small meeting 
rooms. As part of this 
second phase, which 
will be completed early 
in 2005. (A new 



curates house will also 
be built on part of the 
site of the present Team 
Rectory). 

The new Community 
Hall and Parish Centre 
will be funded by the 
PCC of Cowley from 
the sale proceeds of 
their former premises 



in In Between Towns 
Road. The third phase 
will involve the demoli- 
tion of the 'Hut' so that 
ten two-bedroom flats 
can be built. It is 
expected that the 
majority of these will 
be for sale in the sum- 
mer of 2005. 

The value of the build- 
ing contract for phases 



I and II will be in the 
region of £850,000 
(half of which will be 
funded by the Parish). 
The project is just one 
of many being man- 
aged by the Buildings 
and Glebe department 
this year. The depart- 
ment manages a prop- 
erty portfolio worth 
£250 million. 



Five Famous Symbols - One Great Company 




The Regal Standard 

Excellence in customer care 

Regal City and Regal Village 

Probably the finest show sites in England 

Regal Flexiloan 

The Easy way to pay. Ask for written details 

The Crown Collection 

Quality windows and doors 
Pomp and Circumstance 

The regal conservatory collection ip EN$A j 




Regal Windows 

& C ONSERVATORIFS 



0800 616200 

www.regalwindows.co.uk Take a tour of Regal Village at South Hinksey Garden Centre Oxford 
email: regalwindows^ tinyworld.co.uk 




Milena 

WINDOWS and CONSERVATORIES 



We are pleased to be 
associated with 
The Diocese of Oxford 



rQ^ALITY 



UNIT 4, WYCHWOOD BUSINESS CENTRE, MILTON ROAD, 
SHIPTON - under - WYCHWOOD, OXON 0X7 6XU 

Telephone: 01995 851456 Fax: 01995 851505 



federation (Member on the Motional fjgister of Warranted 'Builders 

PLANS PREPARED FQR B U1L PING 
REGS AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS 



SPECIALISTS IN EXTENSIONS, ALTERATIONS, 
CONVERSIONS. REPAIRS, PRIVATE AND 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 



► family Business 

► free Advice 

» free Quotations 
* Satisfied Customers 



► ‘Established 1803 
» fMB Warranty Scheme 

* All ‘Trades Employed 

* Members of 



BILLINGHURST & SONS LTD 

GENERAL BUILDERS - TEL: 01628 522788 



www.billinghurstandsons.co.uk 



Julian 

Construction 

Limited 

New Build • Refurbishment 
• Maintenance 



The Stables 
Birtley Courtyard 
Horsham Road, Bramley, Surrey GU5 OLA 
Tel: 01483 890850 Mobile: 07973 146854 
Fax: 01483 890840 



RMD 

BUILDERS LTD 

www.rmdbuilders.co.uk 

All types of building work 

undertaken 

Refurbishments • Alterations • Extensions 
• Maintenance and repairs 



Internal and External 
Decorations a Speciality 



Unit 61, New Yatt Business Centre, New Yatt, 
Witney, Oxon 0X29 6TJ 
Tel: 01993 868000 
Fax: 01993 868111 
Tel: 01993 704972 Evenings 



Jr 







Are proud to be 
associated with 

The Diocese of Oxford 






42/44 Portman Road, Reading, 

Berkshire RG30 1EA 

Installation, Maintenance and Service 
General Electrical Contractors 



=\, 



We are pleased to be 
associated with 
The Diocese of Oxford 



Tel: 0118 950 0293 

Fax: 0118 950 3267 

Email: bamford.electrics@bromarpeak.com 



\= 
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Make sure you do. Why? Because 
Ecclesiastical understands that 
the care of your church is vital for 
future generations and is not 
a responsibility to be taken lightly 
- that's why you won't get a garden 
gnome to replace a gargoyle. 
We're as passionate and dedicated 
as you are, offering a service that 
is second to none which is why 



IImHK 



ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE I N 



A member of the General Insurance Standards Council 



most churches in the UK put us first 
for insurance. So if you're looking 
for an outstanding service which 
provides comprehensive cover, 
believe in us. For more information 
in the Oxford area, call Nick 
Yearsley on 07740 378 603. 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, 
Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, 
Gloucester GL1 1JZ 



+ 
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Mission 



The Global Faith of Women 



Bouncing on the Springboard: 



By Sally Jarman 

IN faith - women shape the future. That's the 
hope of Christian women in Panama in 2004. 

As authors of this year's service for the 
Women's World Day of Prayer on Friday 5 
March they reflect on the richness and diversity 
of women's experiences from the Bible to the 
present day, concluding that: 'Despite the 
immensity of the challenges, the faith of women 
is helping to shape the future of the world.' 

Translated into more than 1,000 languages, 
the service is truly international and interde- 
nominational, annually reaching women from 
Britain to Brunei, Antigua to Angola, Canada 
to Kuwait. 

The movement started worldwide in the late 
1920s. The first non- American woman to write 
a service for the movement was Helen Kim, from 
Korea, who wrote the service in 1930. 

The day of prayer begins as the sun rises over 
the islands of Tonga in the South Pacific, and 
continues around the world until, 170 countries 
later, the last service takes place on St. 
Lawrence Island off the coast of Alaska. 

Each gathering will use the Panamanian text, 
customising it with guest speakers, props and music 
to provide a personalised and meaningful event. 

Today's Panamanian women are no doubt 
encouraged to believe in female potential to 
mould the world by the fact that their country 
now has a woman President. 



With reference to pottery, one of the oldest 
crafts in the world, they bid all women pray 
together: 'You are the potter and I am the clay; 
help me to be willing to let you have your way.' 

It has the aim, says the International 
Executive Committee, of encouraging women to 
be aware of the whole world and not live in iso- 
lation. Also that they take up the burdens of 
other people, praying with and for them. And 
that they become more aware of their own tal- 
ents, to use them in the service of others. 

But before any male readers now cast this 
article aside as 'women's stuff' please note 
that Women's World Day of Prayer services are 
not exclusive to women. Men and children 
are warmly welcomed too. This year, make 
attendance at your community's event a 
family affair! 




The former Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Carey, set up Springboard as a joint initiative 
with the Archbishop of York in 1992. Its brief was ‘to encourage, renew and mobilise the 
Church for evangelism and mission’. It was originally intended to last just four years, but 
has been so successful it has continued for 12, all under the leadership of Martin Cavender, 
who is based in Abingdon, Oxfordshire. Springboard has worked in all 43 dioceses of the 
Church of England and in 47 countries of the Anglican Communion, with work recently in 
Scandinavia, Switzerland and Australia. It has seen many come to faith through its work. 
This month, it finally draws to a close. Its success was celebrated at a service in Southwark 
Cathedral - see right for report and pictures. And below, Canon Stephen Cottrell, the 
Bishop elect of Reading, writes about his seven years with Springboard. 



THE ministry of Springboard, 
initiated in 1992 by the 
Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York to be a resource for 
encouraging evangelism, 
comes to a close at the end of 
March. It was my great privi- 
lege to work for Springboard 
for seven of its twelve years - 
four of them full time. So here 
are a few reflections on what I 
learnt about evangelism dur- 
ing my time with Springboard. 
Becoming a Christian is like a 
journey 

This has been the great insight 
and rediscovery of the decade 
of evangelism: for most people 
becoming a Christian is like a 
journey. Therefore evangelism 
is best understood as helping 



people make that journey. 
Much of Springboard’s work 
was helping churches to 
understand this and to make 
available resources, such as 
Alpha and Emmaus, to help 
them do the job. There was 
also a lot of work in small 
scale, do it yourself mission, 
helping churches to accompa- 
ny people on that most diffi- 
cult step of any journey - the 
first one. Indeed, I hope that 
my experience in this area of 
ministry will be one of the 
things I can share in the 
Oxford diocese. 

Evangelism is a ministry of the 
whole church 

It is not something that only 
slightly mad and over enthusi- 



astic keenies engage in, but 
something that belongs to us 
all. Whether we like it or not 
we are called to be witnesses 
to the gospel. According to 
our different gifts, circum- 
stances and personalities we 
all have something to offer in 
the work of making Gods’ 
love in Christ known. 

You can’t give what you 
haven’t got! 

A lot of Springboard’s work 
was therefore to encourage 
the church in what it was 
already doing - but to do it in 
such a way that the gospel of 
Christ would be revealed. 
There was also a big emphasis 
on helping the church to pray. 
From our own relationship 



The Hawthorns 




" Gracious Retirement Living" 

means relaxed independent retirement living, with support services 
such as activities, three meals provided daily in our Dining Room, 
excursions, live-in managers, housekeeping, and more! 




The Hatvthoms 

GmcitiUts Retirement Living 



For information, please call: 

(01275) 790060 

The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, 
Clevedon, North Somerset BS21 7EH 



http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 



The Hawthorns 

CLEVEDON 

“THE GEM OF SUNNY SOMERSET" 

A TYPICAL VICTORIAN SEASIDE RESORT 



When people ask what makes 
Clevedon so special, beside being 
the location of ‘The Hawthorns’ a 
unique concept in retirement living, 
the answers depend on who you ask. 
For commuters it is the accessibility 
to motorways with the M4 & M5 
being just minutes away. For air 
travellers the Regional Bristol Airport 
is a great convenience. For retirees 
it is the perfect place to retire and 
enjoy the natural beauty of the rural 
country, the famous poet walks and 
the convenience of big town 
amenities. For shoppers it is the 
convenience of Cribbs Causeway Mall 
with over 135 shops including a large 
John Lewis and Marks & Spencer, 
1,200 seat food court and 7,000 free 
parking spaces! 

Clevedon is a town of some 23, 000 
people, on the coast of the Bristol 
Channel (Severn Estuary). It is a part 
of the Unitary Authority of North 
Somerset, but the nearest major city 
is the City and County of Bristol. 

It was the coming of the Bristol and 
Exeter Railway in 1847 that provided 
the massive 
impetus in the 
development 
of the town. - 
By 1894 the 



town had grown to the size to warrant 
an independent District Council, and 
the many existing large Victorian 
houses and public buildings were 
built. 

Amongst the famous visitors were 
noted authors and poets, Charles 
Lamb, William Thackeray, Samuel 
Taylor Coleridge and Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson, whose poem ‘In 
Memoriam’ refers to St. Andres’s 
Church in the West of the town. 

The name of the county Somerset 
comes from the ‘Sumorsaete’ 
recorded in the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle and is remembered in the 
motto of Somerset County Council 
which means, so-the language 
experts tell us, ‘the people of the 
summer lands’. 

It was the summertime when the land 
came into its own, and the name the 
Welsh/Celts, who were here before 
the Saxons, gave it was appropriately 
the summer town, Somerton. 

With so much to explore in the county 
and surrounding areas, the residents 
at The Hawthorns can be envied their 

location and 
weekly trips 
to all corners 
of North 
Somerset! 



18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset, BS21 7EH 
/ he ( Liu ‘thorns Tel: (01275) 790060 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 
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Mission' 



Celebrating evangelism 




The Archbishops of Canterbury and York during the service at 
Southwark Cathedral. 



with God we receive the 
resources we need for min- 
istry. Then Christ is revealed 
in our own lives in a way that 
will be attractive and 
challenging to others. 

God is the Evangelist 
This gives me great solace. 
Evangelism is God’s work in 
which we are called to share. 
For years I laboured under the 
title of evangelist, but during 
that time I never converted 



photo by Martin Cavender 

anyone. I did, however, if you 
get my meaning, have the 
privilege to be the midwife at 
a number of safe deliveries. 

So working with 
Springboard was great fun. It 
was an initiative whose work 
was greatly blessed. It deliv- 
ered its work at the local level, 
travelling many thousands of 
miles to lead missions and run 
training events in parishes and 
deaneries all over this country 



and across the Anglican 
Communion. It was also a 
work that crossed boundaries 
of church tradition, offering a 
model of church where clergy 
and laity, men and women, 
and different traditions 
worked and learned and 
prayed together. In the fast 
moving, globalised culture in 
which we are set I think we 
need more initiatives which 
are well resourced and can 
deliver encouragement and 
training to the church, but 
whose own centre is one of 
community and prayer. But 
having said all that I enjoyed 
bouncing on the Springboard 
because I always believed in 
the swimming pool. 

Springboard was an initia- 
tive which had a low doctrine 
of itself. Its job was to help the 
church share faith. It is the 
swimming pool of God’s king- 
dom, where we can enjoy the 
fullness of life in Christ, that 
really matters and towards 
which all our energies must 
be focussed. 

Canon Stephen Cottrell 

Bishop elect of Reading 



The service to celebrate the life of 
Springboard was packed with hundreds 
of those touched by the work of the 
initiative, writes Clemency Fox. 

'FOR what has been, Lord, thank you: for the 
future, yes - please', said Martin Cavender, direc- 
tor of Abingdon-based Springboard, in his wel- 
coming remarks at the service in Southwark 
Cathedral held in celebration of mission and of 
the life of Springboard, which comes to an end on 
31st March 2004. 

The theme of the service, endings and new 
beginnings, was expressed in the Scripture read- 
ing from Luke 2: 25-35 in which the old man 
Simeon at the end of his life holds the new baby, 
Jesus, and gives God thanks for the child 
beginning His earthly life and His work 
of salvation. 

In his sermon, Archbishop Rowan Williams 
spoke of Simeon seeing, in this child, a God who 
is coming and a God who will stop at nothing, 
whose generosity is endless. He spoke of evangel- 
ism as telling the truth about God and about our- 
selves, so that we may change. 

The music for the service was provided by the 
group Wellspring, and the several hundred people 
who came from all parts of the country and filled 
the cathedral were caught up in worship and 
thanksgiving. Lord Carey, former Archbishop of 
Canterbury, whose vision led to the formation of 
Springboard in 1992, led the prayers, and 
Archbishop David Hope, of York, read the gospel. 

Springboard's vision: 'to encourage, renew and 
mobilise the church for evangelism' has been 
expressed in a variety of programmes of work 
over the past 12 years. These have included, 




Revd Rob Gillion in his role as Simeon the 
Virger during the service at Southwark 
Cathedral to mark the work of Springboard. 



photo by Martin Cavender 

among others, the Diocesan Travelling School - 
an intensive work with clergy and lay leaders in a 
Diocese over a number of weeks; evangelistic mis- 
sions in parishes and wider locations, normally 
across denominations and always across tradi- 
tions; and leadership teaching and training, espe- 
cially through Continuing Ministerial Education 
and Post-Ordination training courses. 

As the service sheet concluded: 'We look back 
in thanksgiving to God's faithfulness in 
Springboard, and look forward to God's mission 
through his Church in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord.' 



GREENS FUNERAL SERVICES 

Established 1866 

A family owned business with five generations of 
experience, offering a personal dignified 24 hour service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Funeral Directors Keith Green and Ian Green 
21 High Street, Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 

Fax: 01865 882831 

8 Bridge Street, Witney, Oxford 
& Memorial Showroom 

Tel: 01993 776486 




EMMANUEL 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

Sandford Road, Littlemone, Oxford 0X4 4PU 

REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY 

FULL TIME TEACHER 
OF YEARS 3 and 4 

(Position available through sickness) 

For further details contact the School 
Secretary on: 01865 395236 



Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 

West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and bedroom and is suitable for a single person or a couple. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on:01295 258859 ^ ^ 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA “^Housing 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 |*T Association 

Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group «ppon m <+<»<* for own people 






The Hambleden range from Oak 
Craft at Holmsley Mill, where the 
finest buildings have been created 
for well over a century. All the eye- 
catching cachet of genuine English 
oak, plus appealing practicality for 
today's lifestyle. This 1937 Ford 7W 
- probably the oldest still in 
existence - is being restored in the 
Hambleden’s secure garage; a 
modem family hatchback is 
protected from the weather in the 



open bay. The upper floor of the 
Hambleden makes an ideal home 
office, leisure room, craft 
workshop, or storage. 
Hambleden's are available in 2, 3, 
4 bay and L-shaped 
configurations, or fully bespoke, 
and form part of Oak Craft at 
Holmsley Mill's wide range of 
capabilities from the simplest 
porch or one-bay garage to highly 
complex individual designs. 



• Garages • Workshops • Stables 

• Living Barns • Annexes • Offices 

• Poolhouses • Bespoke Projects 
Holmsley also supplies Feature Roof 
Trusses and Garden Pergolas ~ 

Please ask for our special leaflets. 



Please telephone 

0118 984 2277 

for your complimentary booklet describing 
the historic and present day use of oak, 
or for further details about Holmsley Oak 
Craft and helpful advice on your project. 



Oak Craft, Tidmarsh Berks RG8 8EB 

Email: mail@oakcraft.co.uk Website www.oakcraft.co.uk 



c ros s 



Pub/h 



/cations 









.net 




Care Home (16 Bedrooms) 
With Nursing (20 Bedrooms) 






Qualified staff with 24 hour care. 
Pleasant rooms for single occupancy 
or married couple 

it LIFT it CALL BELLS 
★ EN-SUITES 

Comfortable rooms at sensible prices 



( 01608) 658233 



Station Road, Kingham, Oxon 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Something we all need - a good read 



TIME FOR A FRESH START 



Re VISION of GOD 

by H Beverley Tasker 



Everyone who is concerned about the Christian 
Church and the future of religion should read 
ReVISION of GOD by H Beverley Tasker. 



(Retail & Wholesale) 

SOUTHERN CROSS 
BOOK DISTRIBUTORS 

....Literature for a life less petty. 

UK it European Distributors ffon- 
Canon Press www.canonpress.ors 

Our books, available in the categories detailed 
below, attempt to reflect the exciting life that God 
has given us under the sun. 

• Family • Biblical Studies • Literature & Poetry 
• Culture & Society • Celebration & Personal Godliness 
• Church • Education • Children’s Literature 

ALL INQUIRIES... RETAIL, WHOLESALE & CATALOGUE 
REQUESTS SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO PETER McGRATH AT... 

e-mail: peteglenOgofree. indigo. ie 
web: www.halfmoonbooks.net 

phone/fax: 00 353 51385911 



This is cutting edge stuff. The author challenges 
the long-held assumptions of mainstream religious 
faiths and probes those sensitive areas of belief that 
many of us are afraid to question: Is the Church 
really necessary to Christianity? Could organised 
religion, with all its internal conflicts and 
widespread ignorance, be coming to an end? Has 
science finally disproved religion and God? Must we 
depend upon revelation, tradition and authority for 
our understanding of truth? 

All these things come under the microscope in 
this acutely penetrating work, made the more 
powerful by the fact that its author speaks from 



considerable experience of religion at the grass 
roots. A priest and one-time Rural Dean in the 
Church of England, like many others he has spent 
thousands of hours at courses, conferences and 
committee meetings. He has seen the introduction 
of Synodical government, the rise and fall of the 
Alternative Service Book, the whittling away of 
parish freehold - all accompanied by an inexorable 
decline in Church attendance and a loss of standing 
in the life of the nation. 

It is time for a fresh start. Subtitled the thinking 
person's introduction to d-i-y religion, ReVISION 
of GOD is not afraid to introduce reason into 



First Centuiy Ltd 



spirituality. Nothing is taken for granted. Although 
the intellect is put into overdrive here this book will 
nevertheless appeal to many people who are 
searching for something beyond the confines of the 
socialised and undemanding religion we often find 
today. Here is a blueprint for new and exciting 
religious concepts which conflict neither with 
scientific thought nor with the treasured Holy 
Scriptures. The result is a truly inspirational journey 
towards Truth. 

ReVISION of GOD by H Beverley Tasker 
Available from bookshops or direct from the 
Publisher Paperback 281 pages £12.95 ISBN 
187431649X 

Published by: Loebertas, 7 Church Lane, Long 
Ashton, Bristol, BS41 9LU 
tel/fax (01275) 393883 
email: loebertas@lineone.netwebsite: 
www. I oebertas. co. u k 




A large selection of 

Books, Cards, Gifts, and 
Music available 



Books not in stock 
can be ordered 

Normal opening 
hours: 10am - 4pm 
Mon to Sat 




BATH 

ABBEY 

BOOKSHOP 



Tel: 01225 303316 Fax: 01225 429990 



bookshop@bathabbey.org 



First Century is a commercial publisher. We 
have changed our policies and strategies for 
AD 2004. We do not ask authors to pay a 
contribution to costs. We are a commercial 
publisher with high standards. Please check 
our website; it is worth a visit. 

We will consider fiction and non-fiction. What 
matters is good writing and commercial 
viability. We have a Christian imprint as well 
as our general First Century fiction and non- 
fiction. Please see our catalogue on the 



website. As well as this country, we now have 
distribution in north America. • 

Our staff is a good mix of experience and 
youth; of those who know literature, and 
those who understand modern advances in 
technology. Our turn-round times have 
improved as a result. 

We do not guarantee to accept a piece of 
work but we will read and consider carefully. 
Initial phone calls welcome. 

Tel: 01484-545-123 



Our next 




FIRST CENTURY LTD. 


Tiooh feature 




Authors invited to contact us. 

We pay royalties and ask no fee. 


will appear in the November edition 




www.first-century.co.uk 
Email: info@first-century.co.uk 


To advertise 




Tel: 01484-545123 


please call the sales team on: 




No young children, but everything 


01527 89 2945 




else considered. 

We have Christian and general imprints. 



Caine Christian 
Booksho p 

16 Phelps Parade, Caine, Wilts SN11 OHA 
Su p p liers of : 

• Christian Books • Bibles 

• Hymn Books 

• Sunday School Teaching Aids 
• Sunday School Prizes 

• Scripture Greeting Cards 
• Records • Cassettes & CD's 

• Posters • Videos 



Mothering Sunday and Easter Cards 
- NOW AVAILABLE - 



Church Bookstalls and Book agents welcome 

Tel: 01249 760398 

Mobile: 07748 688849 

Op ening Hoursi 

Tues: 9.45 - 1.30, Wed: 9.45 - 1.30, 
Thurs: 9.45 - 1.30, Fri: 9.45 - 1.30, 

Sat: 10.00 - 12.30 
Registered Chanty No. 298889 




ReVISION of GOD 

by H Beverley Tasker 

The C of E... fundamentalists... liberals.. . synods, 
establishment... religions at war... the modern world... 
science v religion. . . logic and tradition. . .Scriptures. . . 
translations.. .astrophysics. . .evolution . .Power® ..Life®, 
personal spirituality. . . 1-Other. . . ReVISION of GOD 

ISBN 187431649X Paperback 281pp £12.95 



Published by l*>0£b£rtas, 7 Church Lane, 
Long Ashton, Bristol BS41 9LU 



Harmony Books 

Religious, Books § Supplies 

To give knowledge 
8 understanding 

40 Harpur Street, 

Bedford MK40 2QT 

Tel: 01234 210298 



Acorns Christian Resources 
Church Supplies 

Christian Books, Music 
Cards 8 Gifts For All Ages for 
Churches, Schools, 

Nurseries etc 
Mon - Fri 9.30 - 4.30 
Sat 9.30-1 pm 
Tel: 01278 453045 
67-69 High Street, 

Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 3BQ 





NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 



FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN'S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



BOOKSHOPS 



Presents 

Unfinished Business' 

An inspiring evening with 

J John & Nicki Rogers 

at St Paul's Church, Salisbury. 

Tickets £5 /£3 Concessions 

Wednesday 31 March 

51 High Street, Salisbury 

Tel 01722 334535 

Email salisbury@spck.org.uk 
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Advertising , 



Something we all need - a good read 

Veritas 



Veritas publishes a wide range of 
titles in a number of categories, 
such as theology, scripture, prayer, 
spirituality, parenting, counselling, 
liturgical resources and social 
issues. 

We publish religious education text- 
books for Primary and Post-Primary 






tK Smt ( Avirfi t930 

££ ^81 v* 

ART S CRAFT SHOP 
Christian Bookshop Dept. 



Bibles : Cards : Books : Gifts 
Music Books : Church Candles 
Leading Bible Reading Notes 
Sunday School Aids 
House Group Studies 



27 High West Street, Dorchester DTI 1UP 
Tel: 01305 264449 Fax: 01305 250675 /jT 



[Rosemary 3\irjh [Rooks 

Te l/fax: 01722 330132 

rosemarypugh@btopenworid.com 

SECOND-HAND 

THEOLOGICAL 

BOOKS 

bought and sold, 15,000 titles in stock, 
enquiries welcomed. 



no frontiers 



Christian literature to the world 



Are you trying to 
befriend people 
whose language 
is not English? 

• Visitors • Asylum Seekers 

• Refugees • Immigrant Workers 

• International Students 
(in Host Families) 

• Resident Ethnic Communities 



We stock Bibles and 
Books - Ideal for 
Evangelism in over 
140 different 
languages. 



From 

Albanian 

to 

Zulu 



Send for our latest 2004 catalogue to: 

nofrontiers 

26 - 28 Lottbridge Drove, 
Eastbourne BN23 6NT UK 

Tel: 01323 437723 

Fax: 01323 411970 

Email: nofrontiers@kingsway.co.uk 

www.nofrontiers.org 



schools as well as standard resources 
such as the Irish Catholic Directory 
and the Liturgical Calendar. 

Our retail outlets stock a wide range of 
books, gifts and resources and all 
their products can be bought online at 
www.veritas.ie 

Veritas also distributes for many lead- 
ing Christian publishers from around 
the world. 

Veritas Audio has a large selection of 
meditation, relaxation and instrumen- 
tal titles. Veritas Video contains a mix- 
ture of church, parish and school 
resources and a large number of reli- 
gious classics, as well as commercial 
films containing a moral theme. 

Our multi-media stock includes Clip- 
Art, Encyclopaedias and Bible Study 
CD-ROMs. 

Veritas serves an array of trade cus- 
tomers including the nation’s general, 
parish and religious bookshops, 
schools and houses of study. 

Veritas are publishers of Intercom the 
Pastoral and Liturgical Monthly 
Resource for people in the ministry. 
Veritas is based in Leamington Spa 
and acts as a distribution centre in the 
UK. 

Veritas UK 

Lower Avenue 

Leamington Spa, Warwickshire 
CV31 3NP. England 



Christian Centre 

25 Church Street, Romsey, Hants SO51 8BT 

Tel/Fax: 01794 512194 

More Than A Bookshop ... 

* We stock Tearcraft - crafts from developing 
countries • Wholefoods from Traidcraft 
• Music & Greeting Cards 
Open 9-5 six days a week 

Registered Charity: No. 295266 



Cathedraf 

Discovery 
Centre 

‘Books, CD’s, (gifts, ‘Repository, 
Carets, Resources 

r ^ 

our exceffent coffee strop 
We can order any type of kook 
Come and see us! 

St (Edmund Odouse, 'Edinkurgfi Road, 
Rortsmoutfi, Bfampskire ROi 3 QA 

Tel: 023 9287 0348 

‘LmaiC: cdcportsmoutfi@aoC.com 
zozozo.catfiedraCdiscovery.com 



nofrontiers 

No Frontiers was set up in 1988 to 
obtain and supply Bibles and books to 
Christians visiting the then Eastern Bloc 
countries. 

Since that time however it has expanded 
extensively to now stock bibles and books 
in over 1 30 languages and to become the 
UKs leading source of foreign language 
material for Bookshops, Churches, Missions 
and individuals, all of whom are becoming 
increasingly aware of the need. 

No Frontiers comprehensive list can be 
found either in our Catalogue 
(Reprinting Dec ) or on our Website 
..www.nofrontiers.org and we despatch 
stock orders placed by 1 pm the same 
day.Books can be sent anywhere ia the 
world and are carriage paid over £50. 
Payment can be made by Credit Card and 
special terms are available for bulk 
purchase or to the trade. 

No Frontiers operates as a Charity and any 
profits and donations are channelled back 
into language translation and publishing 
projects. 

We have recently published books in 
Albanian and Serbian and Bible portions 
in Lumasaaba (Uganda ) 



Do you have a book to publish? 



For full advice and service towards publication 
please contact: 

Daniel Russell, Publisher, 

Edward & George, 7 Pinnacle View, Cowling, 
West Yorkshire BD 22 ODR 



Bookbinding by 
Benedictine Monks 

Do you have a Bible or Liturgical Book in need 
of rebinding or refurbishing? 

Restoration and general binding also undertaken. 

Quarr Abbey Bindery 

Tfel: 0198.3 882420 Fax: 01983 884402 

Rcpimml Chanty No Jp 731 



FOR ALL YOVR HGGDS 

Choose From Our Extensive Range of Books on... 
Spirituality • Psychology • Counselling 
Children's Books • Self-Help ♦ Parenting 
Social Issues • Theology 
Educational Resources • Biography 
and CD's & Videos 



Veritas are publishers of INTERCOM 
- a Pastoral and liturgical Resource 
for people in the ministry 



Veritas UK, Lower Avenue, Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire, CV31 3NP 
Tel (01926) 451 730 • Fax (01926) 451 733 
Email veritas.uk@btconnect.com 
www.veritas.ie 




CHURCH MAGAZINE? 

TROUBLESOME 
PHOTOCOPIER? 

DOES IT JAM FREQUENTLY? 

IS IT TOO SLOW? IS IT EXPENSIVE? 

If yes: Why not Invest 5 mins and see why Digital 
Copy-Printers are: 

• 5 tines taster • 5 tines cheaper • 5 tines more reliable 

March Special Of fer - 30,000 Free Copies 
With Any Machine Purchased. 

Riso, Ricoh, Gestetner & Duplo serviced. 
Free Estimates. Let us quote for printing your magazine 

WE DO NOT CHARGE VAT! 

www.copy-printers.co.uk Email: anneabba@aol.com 

Tfel: 0117 937 4397 

Established 1976 



Printing Problems? 

If you wish to publish a short run book, 
magazine, catalogue, handbook, etc, why 
not try our digital colour printing system 
which can produce quality work at prices 
far below conventional printing costs. 

For free advice and prices give us a ring or E-mail 

BTfc inife Comerways 

B -JP Lf Preston Bowyer 

Taunton, Somerset 

■ m TA 4 1 PQ 

Preston Print Services Tel. 01 823 400178 
e-mail maurice® intemet-today.co.uk 



CHRISTIAN BOOK SHOP 

SUPPLIERS OF: 

BIBLES, HYMN BOOKS 
and PRAYER BOOKS 
and a wide range of 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS for 
ADULTS and CHILDREN 
- CHRISTIAN VIDEO FILMS - 
Greeting Cards, Records, Posters 

45 Victoria Road - Swindon 

Telephone: 01793 520528 




PARSONS THROUGH THE AGES 

A Collection of country clerics , 
good, bad, and so so 

By John Houghton 
Published by, and available from 

HATFIELD BOOKS 

18 Cornelia Close, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK2 3D< 

ISBN 0-954 2664 0-4 £8.50 

Individual copies by post £9.50 inc. p&p. 
Cheques payable to Hatfield Books 

The author is himself a parson , who recently 
celebrated his Diamond Jubilee as a Priest 
He writes of his fellow priests through many 
centuries. They include the saintly and the famous, 
many so holy that shrines were built for them to 
which pilgrims flocked. Others were less saintly, full of 
human foibles much like ourselves. And some were 
frankly infamous. The book treats of notable clerics 
who were great Diarists whose Journals do much to 
illuminate the 18th century. The same century also 
saw the murder of a country vicar at the hands of his 
farmer parishioners. By contrast, other country 
parsons ministered unseen in their rural parishes - 
like George Herbert. The author revels in the extent to 
which poets have commented on the state of religion 
in their days, from the writings of Chaucer and the 
concerned poetical comments on the upheavals of the 
Civil War. 

One chapter, aptly called "Warts and All", gathers 
together clerics who all fill from grace. Even more 
startling are the individuab described in the chapter 
called " Stranger than fiction 
John Houghton's own ministry began as Curate in 
Wolverton in 1938. In 1942 he went on to 30 years 
service as a missionary in Zambia, where he was 
Archdeacon. He returned to England in 1974 and 
settled in Bletchley where he still lives. 

ALL THE ROYALTIES ON HIS BOOK WILL GO TO THE 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST. 
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The Doorpost is a free services for churches to advertise their events and is 
designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events in to the 
door@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the 
April issue is 10 March. 



March 

Tue 2 OXFORD (Headington) 
‘Finding God’ Lent talks begin 
(Churches Together in Headington), 
7.30-9. 15pm Lime Walk Methodist 
Church Hall, New High St. 

Sat 6 ETON Stuart Singers concert, 
Eton College Hall 7.30pm, in aid of 
Eton Dorney Residential Youth 
Centre. Tickets 01628 662823. 

Sat 6 SLOUGH Soprano and 
piano recital St Mary’s Church 12 
noon. Free (retiring collection). 
Mon 8 OXFORD Affirming 
Catholicism meeting, Magdalen 
College: 6pm Sung Eucharist in chapel; 
7pm supper (bookings 01865 
276027); 8pm Bishop Richard ‘The 
Church of England and the Gay 
Issue’. michael.piret@magd.ox.ac.uk 
Tkie 9 DEDDINGTON Concert 
by Lyra Singers from St Petersburg, 
Parish Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
01869 337052. 

Thu 11 MILTON KEYNES Life 
Before Death in Central America: the 
struggle against poverty and unjust 
trade’:Christian Aid talk, 7.30 for 
7.45pm Christchurch, Stantonbury 
Campus (off H3 Monks Way). 

Thu 1 1 ASTON ROWANT 
Illustrated lecture on history of art, 
SS Peter 6c Paul Church 7.30pm, £6 



inc. glass of wine. 01844 353548. 

Fri 12 BEACONSFIELD Music 
from Adelaide Consort (a capella), 
St Michael 6c All Angels Church, 
Warwick Rd 8pm. £8 inc. refresh- 
ments. 01494 672949. 

Sat 13 FINCHAMPSTEAD 
Jumble Sale in aid of St James’ 
Church Bells 6c Organ Appeal, 
California Ratepayers Hall 2pm. 
0118 9734550. 

Sat 13 DORCHESTER-on- 
Thames Musicians 6c Readers in 
concert in aid of new choir robes. 
Dorchester Abbey. Tickets £5 
Dorchester Post Office or at door. 
Sat 13 WING All Saints’ Church 
Quiz Evening, Village Hall 8pm. 
£2.50, bring own refreshments. 
01296 688265. 

Sat 13 OLD WINDSOR Oxford 
Anglican Cursillo: Diocesan 

Ultreya, St Luke’s Church 10.30 
for 11am; bring and share lunch 
1.45pm. Roger Nias, 8 Yew Tree 
Ct, Goring, Reading RG8 9HF, 
roger.nias@freeserve.co.uk. 

Wed 17 COMPTON Play: Canter- 
bury’s Burning: the turbulent life of 
Thomas Cranmer , Coronation Hall. 
Tickets 01635 579242. £5/£4 
Sat 20 BANBURY Karl Jenkins’ 
The Armed Man St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm. 

Sat 20 SLOUGH Song recital 
(bass) St Mary’s Church 12 noon. 



Free (collection); refreshments. 
Sun 21 OXFORD Daffoldil Day, 
Shotover House Gardens (entrance 
off A40 westbound opposite B4027) 
2-5. 30pm: landscaped gardens, teas, 
produce, stables open; dogs on leads. 
Entrance £2 in aid of St Nicholas 
Church, Forest Hill. 01865 872514. 
Tue 23 READING Quiet Day at 
the Oak House Quiet Garden, 80 
Woodcote Rd, Caversham, 10am- 
3pm. Bookings 01189 476067. 
Fri 26 FINGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 

Sat 27 READING Organ recital 
St Mark’s Church, Kensington Rd 
7.30pm. Refreshments, retiring 
collection in aid of organ fund 
and Berks Organists Association. 
Sat 27 READING Harp recital 
St Andrew, Caversham 7.30pm. 
Tickets £5 (inc. glass of wine) at 
door. 01189 744987. 

Sun 28 OXFORD Beethoven Christ 
on the Mount of Olives , Vivaldi 
Gloria (Kennington 6c District 
United Church Choirs), Holywell 
Music Room 3.30pm. Free; collec- 
tion for Oxford Homeless Medical 
Fund. 01865 735885. 

APRIL 

Fri 2 DEDDINGTON Collegium 
Regale Choir from Cambridge, Parish 
Church 7.30pm in aid of Church’s 
Living Rooms Project. 01869 337052. 



Notices 

Fund-raiser wanted 

Part-time fund-raiser wanted for 
AdventureP/ws, a Christian charity 
near Witney, providing adventure 
holidays and activities for children 
and young people. Contact 
<jon@adventureplus. org. uk>. 

Hymn books on offer 

About 250 Hymns Old & New 
inc. music copies available free. 
St Mary’s Churchy Amersham , 
parish office, tel. 01494 
729380 , email parish -off ice@st- 
marys-amersham.freeserve. co.uk. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong 
Weekdays; 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays: 
5.35pm, 6pm Sung 
Eucharist). Wednesdays 
only: 1.05pm Holy 
Communion. 



Courses 

Women in Mission 

T Won 4 God’- having conversa- 
tions that count: main speaker 
Elaine Storkey; choice of worshops 
Tue 9 March Newport Pagnell 
Baptist Church 7.30- 10pm 
Bookings: Sue Garnham 01 908 
618679 

Mon 15 March The King’s 
School, New Yatt Rd, Witney 
7.30-1 0pm 

Bookings Carol Hall 01608 
658252 

Diocese of Oxford 

Authorisation for Preaching 6c 
Communion by Extension: infor- 
mation evenings from 7.45pm: 

15 March Oxford; 16 March 
Burchetts Green; 17 March 
Pangbourne; 18 March Banbury 

Old Testament Sat 3 April 
Diocesan Church House 10am - 
4pm. Cost £15. 

Rolling Programme: Summer term 
*6- week courses - different venues, 
different evenings: 

Introduction to Christian Worship 
Initiation - Baptism and 
Confirmation 

Programmes Sheila Townsend, 
Diocesan Church House, tel. 

01865 208277, email sheila. 
townsend@oxford.anglican.org 



St Albans & Oxford Ministry 
Course Summer modules start 
April at Ripon College Cuddesdon 
Tuesday evenings 
Gill Pratley, SAOMC, Diocesan 
Church House, tel 01865 208260 

Milton Keynes Training 

Summer term: 

Community 6 c Personal Ethics 
Preaching Good News 
Pastoral Care 
MKTC, Bradwell Chapel, 
Loughton Rd, Bradwell, MK13 
9AA, email 
mktraincom@aol.com 

Christian Aid 

How Christian Aid is transform- 
ing lives in Ethiopia; stories 
behind headlines in occupied 
Palestinian territories; effects of 
unfair trade: 7 - 9.30pm 
Reading 30 March; Oxford 31 
March; Slough 1 April 
Details 01865 246818; email 
oxford@christian-aid. org 

Lent: Tortured Humanity 

Seminars to accompany exhibi- 
tion of crucifixion statue by 
Doru Imboane Marculescu: 
Thursdays 8 - 9.30pm Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford until 
1 April (excluding 11 March) 
Free; retiring collection. 

Details Sub-Dean 01865 276278 



March Prayer Diary 



‘When the cares of my heart 
are many, your consolations 
cheer my soul.* Psalm 94:19 

Let us pray to God our Father 
for: 

Monday 1 Welford with 
Wickham and Great Shefford, 
Boxford and Stockcross: clergy 

- Nigel Sands. West Woodhay 

with Enborne, Hamstead 
Marshall, Inkpen and Combe: 
clergy - Julie Ramsbottom, 
Charles Pakenham, Ian Blyth. 
Tuesday 2 Shaw cum 
Donnington: clergy - Brian 

Taylor, Buff Forbes Stone; youth 
worker - Matthew Stevens. 
Thatcham and Dunston Park 
Local Ecumenical Project: clergy 

- Tom Moffat, Moira Astin, 
Martin Robbins, Marion 
Fontaine; evangelist - David 
Scurr; licensed lay minister - 
Dorothy Dingle. 

Wednesday 3 Diocesan Finance 
and ICT Department: PCC 

Treasurers and Stewardship 
Recorders. Understanding of our 
financial responsibility for the 
Church and an appropriate 
response. 

Thursday 4 World Book Day. 

All providers and distributors of 
Bibles and Christian resources, 
especially diocesan projects to 
support access to Christian litera- 
ture throughout the world. 

Friday 5 Women’s World 
Day of Prayer. That the ecu- 
menical services will be part of 
developing links of Christian wit- 
ness and service in the community. 
Saturday 6 Churches Together 
groups and all in leadership in 
Local Ecumenical Partnerships. 
Diocesan Ecumenical Officers - 



Tessa Lawton, Vivien Brooks, 
Tony Dickinson, Richard 
Cattley; County Ecumenical 
Officers - Bede Gerrard, Honor 
Alleyne, Douglas Butterfield, 
Mary Cotes. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

Sunday 7 The Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman and 
development of the companion 
relationship with Oxford 
Diocese: link coordinator - 
Nick Molony. Members and 
work of the Council for 
Partnership in World Mission: 
chairman - Martin Peirce; mis- 
sion agencies’ representatives. 
Monday 8 The twinning with 
Vaxjo diocese in Sweden: Bishop 
Anders Wejryd; link clergy - 
Christopher Meakin in Sweden, 
Tony Dickinson in Oxford. 
Tuesday 9 Council for 
Partnership in World Mission: 
chairman - Martin Peirce; secre- 
tary - Margot Hodson; the agen- 
cies and their representatives 
active in the diocese. 
Wednesday 10 Religious 
Communities and Organis- 
ations: Burford Priory, Order of 
St Benedict: abbot - Stuart 
Burns; Third Order of the 
Society of St Francis: area minis- 
ters - Michael Taylor, Ann Potts, 
Anne Holmes; area formation 
guardians - John Hedges, David 
Owen. 

Thursday 11 St Mary’s 
Convent, Community of St 
Mary the Virgin: superior - 
Mother Barbara Claire; war- 
den - John Austin; chaplain - 
Oliver Simon. All Saints 
Convent, Society of All Saints 
Sisters of the Poor: superior - 



Mother Helen; chaplain - 
Christopher Irvine. Convent of 
the Incarnation, Community 
of the Sisters of the Love of 
God: superior - Mother 

Rosemary; warden - David 
Barton. 

Friday 12 Ascot Priory, 
Society of Holy Trinity: superi- 
or - The Revd Mother; war- 
den - P. Ursell. The Priory, 
Community of St John Baptist, 
Community of the Compan- 
ions of Jesus the Good 
Shepherd and Community of 
Reparation to Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament: The Revd 
Mothers; warden - Lister 
Tonge. Burnham Abbey, 
Society of the Precious Blood: 
superior - The Revd Mother. 
Freeland, Community of St 
Clare: abbess - Sister Patricia 
Wighton. 

Saturday 13 Elmore Abbey, 
Newbury Order of St Benedict: 
abbot - Dom Basil Matthews. 
Society of the Sacred Mission, 
Milton Keynes: prior - Jack 
Green. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

Sunday 14 All who provide 
quiet days, retreats and a place 
to rest and be. 

Monday 1 5 Clay don Deanery. 
Thanksgiving for the ministry 
of Revd Tom Thorp, area dean, 
on the first anniversary of his 
death. His family, the parishes 
of the Schorne Team Ministry, 
and appointment of new team 
leader. Other parishes and peo- 
ple facing change and the 
encouragement and support of 
every-member ministry through- 
out the Claydon Deanery. Area 



dean - David Hiscock; synod lay 
chairman - Geoff Strutt; ecumeni- 
cal representative - Simon 
Dickinson. 

Tuesday 16 Schorne Team 
Ministry: clergy - Andy Bell, 
Martin Partridge, Liz Welters, 
Simon Dickinson; licensed lay 
minister - Joseph Piper. 
Wednesday 17 Winslow with 
Great Horwood and Addington: 
clergy - Tony Whalley, Tracey 
Doyle, Geoffrey Ball; licensed lay 
minister - John Dale. 

Thursday 18 The Claydons - 
East Claydon, Middle Claydon, 
Steeple Claydon: clergy - 

Rodney Holder. 

Friday 19 ST JOSEPH’S 

DAY: ‘A righteous man’. 

Saturday 20 Swan Team 
Ministry: clergy - David Hiscock, 
Elizabeth Mason. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

Sunday 21 MOTHERING 
SUNDAY Our mother Church 
and family of Christians, for 
all who exercise the gift of 
mothering. 

Monday 22 The Mother’s 
Union - Christian Care for 
Families worldwide: president 
- Felicity Randall; secretary - 
Jennifer Brooker; branch lead- 
ers and members in the parish- 
es, their projects and work of 
supporting the clergy. 
Tuesday 23 Church soci- 
eties and institutions repre- 
sented in the diocese that are 
particularly focussed on the 
needs of children, families, 
marriage, and the elderly, e.g. 
The Children’s Society, Broken 
Rites, SCOP. 

Wednesday 24 All supporting 



the work of child protection: 
bishop’s adviser - Hugh 
Valentine; diocesan coordinator 
- Stephen Barber. All involved in 
using Criminal Records Bureau 
and supervising the administra- 
tive aspects of children’s work. 
Those who monitor the imple- 
mentation of Better Safe Than 
Sorry guidelines. 

Thraday 25 THE ANNUNCI- 
ATION OF OUR LORD TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGM MARY 
Friday 26 FLAME - family life 
and marriage education: for 
officers, volunteers, projects 
and service users. 

Saturday 27 PACT - parents 
and children together: for offi- 
cers, volunteers, projects and 
service users, especially those 
connected to adoption, foster- 
ing and respite care. 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

Sunday 28 PASSIONTIDE 
BEGINS All who work within 
the diocesan vocations network: 
chairman - Hilary Unwin; 
deanery advisers. 

Monday 29 All non-stipendi- 
ary ministers, the parishes they 
serve and, for those in paid 
employment, their places of 
work: bishop’s officers - John 
Morrison, Anne Faulkner, Rita 
Ball, Hugh Lee, Jim Turner; 
area convenors - Bob Edy, 
Hugh Lee, Rita Ball, Anne 
Faulkner. 

Tuesday 30 Mission in 
Work and Economic life, 
industrial chaplaincy: mission- 
ed, chaplains, ministers- 
Nicholas Parish, John 
Nicholson, Stephen Heap, 
Andrew Coleby, Ian Parker, 



Bob Penman, Graham Skipsey, 
Susan Van Beveren: director - 
Barbara Hayes. Ministers and 
ministry in secular employ- 
ment. w 

Wednesday 31 Those 
involved in the administration 
of the diocese: diocesan secre- 
tary - Rosemary Pearce; staff 
members - Dorothy, Barbara, 
Sally, Ruth, Jean. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 with Hedley Feast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Enjoy your Sunday breakfast 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 with Clare Catford 
Sundays 7 - 10am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



Women’s World Day of 
Prayer Fri 5 March 

Services (written by Christian 
women of Panama, on theme ‘ In 
faith, women shape the future ’) 
across the diocese, including: 
Oxford: 10.30am St Mary, 
Bayswater, Headington; 

12.30pm St Aldate; 1.30pm St 
Michael, Summertown; 

2pm SS Peter 6c Paul, Botley; 
2pm Holy Family, Blackbird 
Leys; 2.30pm St Matthew, South 
Oxford; 7.30pm St Francis, 
Hollow Way; 7.30pm St 
Michael 6c All Angels, Marston 
Burghfield: 2pm St Mary, 
Burghfield 

Milton Keynes: 10.30am 
Holy Cross, Two Mile Ash; 
10.30am St Mary, Bletchley; 

12 noon Christ the Cornerstone; 
7.30pm Christ the King, 

Kents Hill 
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Retelling the everlasting story 



New magazine with great potential 



The Door asked the Reavley family from Bampton to review Easter - 
The Everlasting Story by Lois Rock, published by Lion at £4.99 



Ruth (mother) 

First impressions: The front cover 
Jesus entering Jerusalem on a donkey looks 
utterly miserable - not what I had expected! 
He is being greeted by a largely (but not entire- 
ly) cheerful, colourful and cheering crowd. 
Overall impressions : The telling of the story is 
comprehensive. I’ve found singing in perform- 
ances of J.S.Bach’s St John or St Matthew 
Passion particularly moving and devotional at 
Easter. Telling the commentary of the crowds 
‘chattering’ their reactions to the unfolding 
narrative is, as a member of the chorus, a hum- 
bling experience. In this retelling of the story 
for children, we get a lot of the ‘chattering’ in 
both words and pictures. This gave me really 
helpful entry points into conversations with the 
children about what the story is about for 
them. The pictures hold few surprises, apart 
from the odd miserable face. 

Cedric (father): This is a skilful mix of the dif- 
ferent gospel narratives, producing a coherent 
story. It starts with the Entry into Jerusalem 
and takes the reader to Pentecost in an under- 
standable way. The illustrations are clear and 
the book would give children a good introduc- 
tion to the basic Christian story. 

I would happily buy it for my godson, for 
example. 



Elizabeth (aged 9 and three- 
quarters) 

This book is excellent. I 
liked how Lois Rock wrote 
the story. She wrote it as if 
she had been there herself. It 
was very interesting and it 
described the story simply 
and the pictures told the story, too. It was a 
nice story and I would read it any time of 
day, anywhere. 

The story told me that Jesus was not popular 
with some religious leaders and with some of 
the people. Jesus was crucified and he really did 
not need to die, because he had done nothing 
wrong. If Jesus had not died, I think that the 
world would have been nicer than it is, and 
that people today could see him and hear him. 
The story also told you about how Jesus would 
come again to save the world. It is an amazing 
story and I would recommend it to children of 
all ages. 

David (aged 8 and a quarter) 

I read this straight through without stopping. 
It was excellent, enjoyable, exciting. Even 
though I thought I knew the story, I really won- 
dered what was going to happen next. I liked it 
that the story went through Passover, Easter 
and Pentecost. I liked the pictures. 




Gardening with God in Lent and Easter 



LENT can be a good opportunity to be 
refreshed by learning from another Christian 
tradition or by approaching our faith from a 
different angle. Here is a book that may help us 
to do so: its meditations are based on plants 
(over 50 of them) that are found in the Bible 
(hyssop, wormwood, vine, and so on) or which 
have, or can be given, Christian associations 
(Judas tree, pasque flower, willow for a watery 
theme, aloe vera for healing). 

The author is a serious and knowledgeable 
gardener in England and France and gardening 
is an expression of her faith. Her prayer in 
writing this book is that we may find in our 
garden ‘the healing peace and increased close- 
ness to God that I find in my own’. For each 
day she gives brief notes on a plant’s cultiva- 



tion, its history and uses, followed by ‘Towards 
meditation’, thoughts based on the theme of 
the readings which are set for the Roman 
Catholic Daily Office and Mass (the author is 
an Anglican turned Roman Catholic and her 
book is steeped in that tradition) and which 
have inspired the choice of that day’s plant. 
Then come several Bible passages to look up, a 
‘Place of spiritual retreat’ (a reference to one of 
the New Testament stories of Jesus which can 
be used for further reflection) and suggested 

subjects for inter- 
cession, of a 
refreshingly wide- 
ranging nature. 




THORN, FIRE 
AND LILY 

JANE MOSSENDEW 



CONTINUUM 

£10.99 



Clare Wenham 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in Oxfordshire, 
at short notice, including weddings and 
funerals. Wide experience : reasonable fee 

Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of those who are divorced, 
widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gilt. PO Box 20 (CP), Braunton, Devon. EX33 2YX (01271) 817093 
www.singleandchristian.co.uk 



Christine Donaldson 

formerly trading as OPUS 

Ordination Stoles and all 
embroidered vestments , 
furnishings and Banners. 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 

Embroidery repairs undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 

3 Walnut Drive, Maids Moreton, 

Buckingham MK18 IQ) Tel: 01280 816055 







Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony 
and 

celebration 



SONGS OF PRAISE 

MAGAZINE 

PUBLISHED 

QUARTERLY 
£2.50 

THIS is a new magazine with 
great .potential: it is likely to 
have a wide readership among 
Christians, non-Christians 
and those who are seeking. It 
is exciting to see an attractive, 
glossy magazine on a 
Christian theme displayed 
among the less salubrious 
journals in the newsagents. 

Although it is based on 
the popular television pro- 
gramme, its contents range 
more widely. As well as stories 
of people and places featured 
in Songs of Praise (which do so 
much to make the programme 
positive and encouraging), 
there are also book and music 
reviews, recipes and gardening 



hints, and information about 
Christian festivals. All the arti- 
cles are short and easy to read, 
and the whole magazine is in 
full colour. 

The second issue was pub- 
lished on 25 February and 
comes with a free CD of 
Easter hymns old and new, 
finishing with Handel’s 
‘Hallelujah Chorus’. This 
Spring issue includes inter- 
views with Billy Graham (50 
years after * his first visit to 
preach in Britain) and Michael 
Aspel, features on the L’ Arche 
Community in Liverpool (the 
subject of the programme on 
18 April), on how Easter is cel- 
ebrated in other countries, and 
on ordained women 10 years 
on, a behind-the-scenes 
glimpse at the recording in 
Portsmouth (to be broadcast 
on 25 April) and a preview of 
Easter Sunday Songs of Praise, 
to come from Johannesburg. 



Look out for the small 
Oxford link: DOOR readers 
may remember Revd Frog Orr- 
Ewing, Curate of St Aldate’s 
Church and a subject of ‘God 
in the Life of ...’. He is now 
in Peckham, south London, 
where his church is involved in 
outreach to commuters on 
nearby Peckham Rye Station. 
At Christmas volunteers from 
the church offered free hot 
drinks on the station and invi- 
tations to the carol service, 
and sang carols. At Easter they 
are planning something simi- 
lar, again with singing on the 
station. This gets a (very small) 
mention in the magazine; the 
accompanying photo is of the 
station and not of Frog. 

Get hold of a copy of this 
and then think who you might 
recommend it to. It would 
make an excellent and worth- 
while Easter gift. 

Clare Wenham 




Competition 

winners 



THANK you to all those 
who entered our prize draw 



in last month’s Door, to win 
copies of two books by the 
new Bishop of Reading, 
Stephen Cottrell. We had 
dozens of entries. The lucky 
prize winners are: Charles 



Hunt, Wallingford; Patricia 
Pulford, Kidlington; Mrs E 
H Kisiala, Earley; Joan 
Hurry, Aylesbury and Mrs 
M Brittin, Wellingborough, 
Northants. 



MARLOW & PRINCES RISB0R0UGH CHORAL SOCIETIES 

SUNDAY MARCH 28 AT 6.00PM 

Swan Theatre - High Wycombe 

ST MATTHEW PASSION 

By J S BACH 

CYGNUS ORCHESTRA OF LONDON - CONDUCTOR 
CHRISTOPHER GRANT 



TICKETS: £13 and £10 
01844 - 213247 PR Music Society 
01628 - 483597 Marlow Tourist Office 
01494 - 512000 Swan Box Office 

Thanks to Making Music & High Wycombe District Council 



aston Windows 



Established 1981 



Specialist Fabricators & Installers of 
Monarch' Thermal break Aluminium 
• Windows - Residential doors 
• Patio 8 French doors 

• Conservatories - Porches 

• Secondary double glazing 
Tel: 01869 347241/ 347761 



Unit 2, Lakeside Farm, 
Middle Aston, Oxon. 

www.astonwindows.com 



FENSA 




South West 

Cornwall 

Rinsey 

Warm, comfortable & 
peaceful. Secluded 
converted chapel, close 
to coastal path. Short 
breaks, all mod cons. 
Sleeps 2-4. 

For information please 
call: 01736 763788 

or visit: 

www.rinseygreen.co.uk 



Oxford, Swindon and Gloucester 
Co-operative Society Ltd. 



• ABINGDON 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

26 High Street 

0X14 5 AX Tel: (01235) 554589 

• AYLESBURY 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

114 High Street 

HP20 1BT Tel: (01296) 395356 

• BANBURY 

TRINDER FUNERAL SERVICE 

122 Middleton Road 

0X16 4QU Tel: (01295) 272207 

• BICESTER 

RJ TYRRELL FUNERAL SERVICE 

1 1 Manorsfield Road 

0X26 6EH Tel: (01869) 252888 

• BICESTER 

L HARTNESS FUNERAL SERVICE 

1 1 Victoria Road 

0X26 6QD Tel: (01869) 253282 

• BRACKLEY 

WJ FRANKLIN & SON 

30 High Street 

NN13 5DS Tel: (01280) 702356 

• DIDCOT 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

6 The Market Place 
The Broadway 

0X11 7LE Tel: (01235) 512266 

• HIGH WYCOMBE 
CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 
110 Dashwood Avenue 

HP12 30B Tel: (01494)451292 



• KIDLINGTON 
REEVES & PAIN 

19 Fairfax Centre 
Oxford Road 

OX5 2PB Tel: (01865) 371159 

• OXFORD 

AW BRUCE LTD 
29 Rogers Street 
Summertown 

OX2 7JS Tel/Fax: (01865) 310907 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

2 Hendred Street 

0X4 2ED Tel: (01865) 748855 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 
Holyoake Hall, London Road 
Headington 

OX3 9ED Tel: (01865) 308581 

REEVES & PAIN 

288 Abingdon Road 

OX1 4TE Tel: (01865) 242529 

• THAME 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

8 High Street 

OX9 2BV Tel: (01844) 260067 

• WENDOVER 

SOVEREIGN FUNERAL SERVICE 

3 Holly Court, Tring Road 

HP22 6PE Tel: (01296) 696224 

• WITNEY 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

The Cemetery Lodge 
Tower Hill 

0X28 5ES Tel: (01993) 706778 




FAS 

www.mywishes.coop 







+ 



the Door closes 



Our holy places: steep hills and winding lanes 



Last month The Door asked its readers to nominate their treasured holy places in the Diocese. We have been delighted with the response and 
below is a selection of the pieces sent in. Some wrote at length in praise of their own special place in this part of the world. Others were more 
brief but equally poignant: for example Kathleen Hall from Oxford wrote in to nominate Shotover Common. She said, simply: 'In 1990, not long 
after the Berlin Wall came down, I took a Polish acquaintance there. She said it was the first time she'd felt really free.' 



The Mount, 
Caversham 

by Sylvia Chumbley 

AS I make my 8 minute walk 
to Church on Sunday morn- 
ings, part of the route is 
down a steep little path 
named The Mount. It is wide 
enough to take a vehicle, but 
has been closed to traffic for 
many years because it 
descends straight into the 
busy main road, itself a 
steep hill, opposite St Peter’s 
Church, Caversham. 

This path is bordered on 
either side by tall trees, 
which meet overhead some 
of the way, making it a leafy 
hidden lane. But best of all. 



at the bottom is my destina- 
tion, the ancient church of St 
Peter’s which I have come to 
value as a warm Christian 
centre. Although the trees on 
the right have been thinned 
out for a housing project, I 
just have to use my imagina- 
tion more to visualise, what? 

Several years ago I trav- 
elled to the Holy Land with 
my husband and two sons. I 
shall resist the temptation to 
digress about the thrill of 
excitement in actually seeing 
Lake Galilee come into view 
as our bus rounded a bend, 
the very word Galilee con- 
juring up those wonderful 
stories of Christ, loved since 
childhood. After a few more 
days we travelled to 



Jerusalem itself. One morn- 
ing, we took the bus east- 
wards from the city, over the 
bridge across the River 
Kidron, as it wound its way 
up the other side to the Arab 
village atop the Mount of 
Olives. After declining a 
camel ride, but taking a look 
at the tiny chapel at the site 
of the Ascension of Christ, 
we turned down a steep nar- 
row lane towards Jerusalem 
again. Well, you’ve guessed 
it! That part of our trip was 
probably the most moving 
part of our stay. Indeed my 
husband was so enthusiastic 
to have a record of it, that 
he took at least four photos 
of the same view, in case 
some didn’t come out! 



To look down and see the 
Golden City on the far hills 
and think that Christ himself 
saw that same scene over 
which he wept, as a hen over 
her chicks, was memorable 
indeed. I believe that paths 
and lanes survive for cen- 
turies, even when buildings 
come and go, so I feel confi- 
dent in believing that that 
sight was very close to what 
Christ himself had seen at 
this deeply emotional time in 
His life. 

So whenever I come down 
the lane in Caversham, this 
never to be forgotten visit to 
the Holy Land comes to my 
mind. Many Churches have 
the Stations of the Cross, to 
concentrate on the actual 



Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem. 
This little lane in 
Caversham, The Mount, is 



photo by Frank Blackwell 

my personal link with the 



Mount of 
Jerusalem. 
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Sheep meadows 
by the River 
Windrush 
(between 
Burford and 
Swinbrook) 

MY treasured place in the 
diocese is along the winding 
road from Burford to 



Swinbrook, above the sheep 
meadows by the River 
Windrush where lies the tiny 
church, dedicated to St 
Oswald of Northumbria. 

One beautiful June after- 
noon in 1997, I stopped by a 
wood near to the Redesdales 
former estate, switched off 
the car engine and turned on 
the radio. It was precisely 
4pm and the Evensong was 
coming from Rome. An 



English boys’ choir had been 
sent to San Gregorio Magno 
to celebrate the 500^ 
anniversary of St Augustine’s 
mission to our shores, direct- 
ed by Pope Gregory from the 
above foundation which now 
looks down on the swirling 
traffic hurtling round the 
Porta Capena. 

Of course, I had planned 
this wonderful treat after 
reading a note in the Radio 



Times. Below me, some cattle 
were grazing in the meadow. 
They began to move slowly 
towards the music. I knew 
there would be seven cows 
and counted them, confident- 
ly. After all, that is a 
Biblical number. 

Florence Bishop 

Milton Under Wychwood 
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The lush meadows by the River Windrush, near Burford. 




Individual Travellers? 

Choose from a range of 
exciting destinations including: 

Greece, Malta, Jordan, Egypt 
Holy Land, Russia, Turkey etc 

Organising a Church tour? 

We have excellent 
group rates for 2004/5 

Call for more information: 
Worldwide Christian Travel 

36 Coldharbour Road - Bristol BS6 7NA 
Tel: 0845 458 8308 - Fax: 0845 4588307 

info@hadlertours.ltd.uk 

www.christian-travel.com 

ABTA V2096 & 93522, ATOL 3078 
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In the morning, while it was still 
very dark, Jesus got up and went 
out to a deserted place, and 
there he prayed. Mark 1:35 

I remember a friend telling 
me how he spent some time 
in a Hindu ashram in India. 
After a day of blissful inactiv- 
ity, he was sitting on his bed 
reading the Bible - his usual 
night-time practice. He read 
this first chapter of Mark’s 
Gospel, and the contrast 
struck him very forcibly - 
Jesus was a man both of 
action and of reflection. The 
narrative moves at breakneck 
pace, punctuated with the 
words ‘immediately’ and ‘at 
once’. Apparently in the 
space of a single day Jesus 
taught in the synagogue, did 
a major exorcism, healed 
Peter’s mother-in-law and 
then ministered to a large 
crowd of sick and disturbed 



by David Winter 
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people who had gathered 
outside the door of his house. 
That, to put it mildly, is activ- 
ity. Just reading it through is 
enough to make me feel tired. 

So he needed and deserved 
his night’s rest - and perhaps 
a lie-in? Not a bit of it. 
‘While it was still very dark’ 
he got up and slipped out to 
a quiet spot to pray. His 
friends, when they rose from 
their beds, wondered where 
he was and went looking for 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism,a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Hope in the 
Wilderness (BRF). 



him - after all, there were 
more crowds seeking his 
attention. However, Jesus 
knew that he would not be 
able either to minister to 
those crowds, or maintain his 
own spiritual equilibrium, 
without this time of silence, 
reflection and prayer. 

Activity, rest, reflection: 
there was the Saviour’s cycle 
of life, a cycle which is cap- 
tured (at their best) in our 
Lenten disciplines. We live in 
an endlessly busy, noisy, pres- 
surised world, in which work 
tends to dominate, occasion- 
ally giving way to highly 
active ‘leisure’. The pattern of 
Jesus has a feeling of whole- 
ness about it, one which 
could profitably help to shape 
the way we keep Lent. Not 
idleness, not sloth, not striv- 
ing, s but a balanced life of 
activity, rest and reflection. 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL a FAX: (01865) 722022 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 
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Crossing Boundaries: 

in celebration of John Piper 

OXFORDSHIRE 

MUSEUM 

woomrocx 

23 March - 
3 May 2004 

Open: Tue - Sat 
I Oam - 5pm 
Sun: 2pm - 5pm 

Last admission 4.30pm 
Admission free 
Fully accessible 



, OXFORDSHIRE 
I COUNTY COUNCIL 



www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 



Tel. 01993 811456 
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